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Chapter 1

Introduction
Outline:

(I) European Renaissance: Meaning, Definition and Features, Causes, Renaissance in Literature, Art, Music, Science, Effects.
(II) The American War of Independence: Background – The Great Explorations: Colonization of the Americas, Causes of the American Revolution, Course of the War of Independence, The American Constitution; Effects and Significance.
(III) The French Revolution (1789): Background and Causes, Course, Effects and Significance.
(IV) The Industrial Revolution: Meaning, Definition and Nature, Causes, Course – Industrial Revolution in England, Spread of the Industrial Revolution, Effects.
(V) The Russian (Bolshevik) Revolution (1971): Background and Causes, Course Lenin, Stalin, Consequences of the Revolution.
· Questions.

· Suggested Readings.


(I) European Renaissance

Emergence of Modern World:

Towards the end of the Middle Ages many changes were going on in Europe. The most important of these were the growth in trade and commerce, rise of new cities, and the emergence of the middle class. A number of peasant revolts took place in many parts of Europe against feudal oppression. All these developments undermined the feudal system of society which began to disintegrate. With the disintegration of the feudal system a new type of social system began to emerge in Europe which affected all aspects of life and marked the beginning of the Modern Age.

Three important developments marked the transition from the middle ages to the modern period in European history. These were the Renaissance, the Reformation and the Geographical Discoveries or the Great Explorations. All these developments led to tremendous changes in the history of Europe from about 1500 to 1700. The most noticeable change was the disintegration of feudal system and the emergence of new social system in which the merchants and traders played an important role. The attitude of mind which was born with the Renaissance enabled the people to think for themselves and to speak and act in ways they had never done before. The new attitude was manifested through art, literature, revolt against the church and the adventurous sea voyages. The period saw the foundations of modern sciences. The discovery of new lands led to colonization and increased trade which led to the accumulation of fabulous wealth by merchants. Business methods and procedures began to change so as to promote money - making interests. There were major changes in political life which set the trend of political developments for a long time to come. The nation-states with strong and despotic rulers put and end to feudal anarchy. This was followed by a protracted struggle between the new groups or classes and the absolute monarchies in Europe, particularly in England which eventually led to the destruction of the autocratic rule and the emergence of the supremacy of the parliament.

The developments described in this chapter formed the basis of the developments in the 18th and 19th centuries which were characterized by the growth of rationalism, democracy, nationalism and industrial capitalism.

Meaning, Definition and Features:

The term Renaissance literally means rebirth. The name is usually given to the period around 1300 AD when there was a new interest in the art and literature of the ancient Greeks and Romans. In this sense the term Renaissance refers to the re-discovery of the knowledge and wisdom contained particularly in Greek books and to some extent in Latin books. But the Renaissance was much more than that.

It is extremely difficult to give a cut and dry definition of the Renaissance as different scholars have defined the term differently. However, it is imperative to analyse a few a few definitions to understand what the Renaissance was all about.

In the words of H. A. Davies, “the word Renaissance signifies the rebirth of freedom living, adventures thought of man, which during the middle ages had been fettered and imprisoned by religious authority.”
W. N. Weech writes “the revival of learning was not merely a mechanical return to the classics of Greece and Rome; it involved rather a fresh application of Greek methods of thought to the problems of universe, combined with a new respect for scientific truth and accuracy.”
According to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, “the Renaissance means the revival of learning and development of art, science, literature and European languages.”
J. E. Swain defines the Renaissance as a “Collective term used to include all the intellectual changes that were in evidence at the close of the middle ages and at the beginning of modern times.”
Thus the Renaissance stood for an intellectual, literary, artistic and scientific movement which widened the mental horizon of man. It encouraged the spirit of enquiry and ushered in the age of reason, original thinking and scientific investigation. It was time when the Europeans began to change their outlook on life and to think for themselves. They were no longer satisfied with the feudal organization of society. They began to question the authority of the Church. The absolute faith in the church was replaced by questioning, reasoning and scientific thinking.

The Renaissance stood for creative and adventurous spirit which touched all fields of human thought and activity. It was truly an age of expansion - geographical, commercial, intellectual, artistic and moral. In other words the Renaissance was the discovery by man kind of himself and of the world. It was an age of all-round awakening which infused a new spirit of fresh thinking and activity characterized by the growth of intellectualism, humanism, individualism and inclination of criticism.

Intellectualism: The spirit of intellectualism was evident from the new interest in the art and literature of the ancient Greeks and Romans. The rediscovery of the knowledge and wisdom contained particularly in the Greek classics and to some extent in the Latin books laid the foundations of a rich literature and modern science. In the words of G.H. Muir “there is nothing nowadays that can give us a parallel to the stirring and exaltation which intoxicated the men of the Renaissance, and gave a new birth to thought and art”. In this sense the Renaissance was the extraordinary exuberance of the mind as reflected in the intellectual trend during this period.

Though the Renaissance had started with scholars ‘looking back’ to the time of the early Greeks and Romans, they soon began thinking of the present in which they lived. They began to look upon life as something more than preparation for life after death. Human affairs were now of interest to them. They also hungered after more knowledge. They came to feel that human life is important, that man is worthy of study and respect, that there should be effort to improve life on this earth. From this interest in human affairs, men passed on to study literature and history (the Humanities) and were no longer confined to the study of philosophy and religion. The Humanities were primarily concerned with understanding the affairs of man in his earthly life, not with life after death.

The study of the Greek and Latin classics, literae humaniores, ‘humane letters’ later spread to the rest of Europe as ‘the New learning’. The attraction for classical studies was based on the belief that they are Man –, rather than God - centred, studying the works and thought of man as revealed in history, literature and arts.

Individualism: A belief in the value of each person ‘doing their own thing’ was another characteristic of the Renaissance. The sanctity of the individual conscience led people to think for themselves. The doctrine that explanation must be rooted in the beliefs and desires of individuals and not in ‘holistic’ concepts such as ‘national spirit’ or ‘the destiny of the proletariat’ also gave rise to liberalism.

Criticism: The Renaissance taught the people to test everything on the touch-stone of scientific methods and reason. People adopted the spirit of criticism and began to insist on rationalism in politico - economic matters instead of being weighed down by sentiments, considerations of authority and social prestige, religious orthodoxy and superstitions of all kinds.

All these developments prepared the ground for the age of enlightenment in the 18th - 19th centuries.

Causes of the Renaissance: Factors that led to the growth of the Renaissance in Italy.

Italy was the birth place of the Renaissance. For several reasons, the Renaissance began first in Italy.

(1) Original Thinkers:

Thinkers and philosophers of the 12th and 13th centuries such as Peter Abelard, Albert Magnus, Thomas Aquinas, and Roger Bacon helped in the progress of scientific thought. They aroused critical faculties by stressing independent thinking, spirit of enquiry, reasoning and scientific investigation. This served as the ideological background to the Renaissance.

(2) Crusades:

The crusades brought the people of the west into contact with the people of the East. The ideas of the East brought to the Western Europe stirred people’s imaginations and minds. This widened their outlook on life and destroyed blind-faith and dogmatic attitude.

(3) Decline of Feudalism:

The decline of feudalism gave a great relief to the peasants, craftsmen and traders and developed in them a spirit of thinking.

(4) Free Towns:

The decline of feudalism and crusades encouraged trade and industries and led to the establishment of free and flourishing towns. Rome, Florence, Milan and Venice - all Italian Cities - had grown into prosperous centres of trade and commerce. These cities had grown up in an atmosphere of freedom from feudal control. Freedom encouraged thinking and a spirit of adventures. The rulers of the cities were patrons of art and literature. They welcomed the Greek scholars, who for some time past, had been coming to Italy, bringing their books and learning with them. These wealthy Renaissance cities soon become the centres of art and learning.

(5) Geographical Explorations:
The geographical explorations and discoveries during this period brought the people of western Europe into contact with the people of the East and thus greatly broadened their outlook and helped then to give up their blind faith.

(6) Invention of the Printing Press:

The invention of the printing press by Gutenberg and Caster in Germany in the first half of the 15th century, encouraged interest in the writing of books and in reading. Printing made books cheaper and made them available to more people. The Gutenberg Bible was probably the first book to be printed in Europe. The printing press helped in spreading the knowledge of the old Greek and Roman literature.

(7) Development of Science:

The practice of blindly accepting what some authority had said or written did not satisfy the Renaissance scholars. The new concern with this world and the sprit of enquiry led to the growth of science. The scientific outlook was summed up Francis Bacon who said that knowledge can be gained only by observation and experimentation. The inventions of Copernicus, Galileo, Kepler and later Newton etc. not only increased man’s knowledge but also broadened the mental outlook of the people. The work of the Renaissance scientists based on learning by questioning, observation and experimentation gave a severe blow to old beliefs, blind faiths, dogmatic attitude and superiority of the church.

(8) The Fall of Constantinople:

Constantinople was the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire and was a great centre of Greek and Roman cultures in the middle ages. However in 1453 the Turks captured Constantinople and cut off this trade route between Europe and the East. They also burned down the library that contained valuable manuscripts of Greek and Roman writers. Consequently the scholars were forced to shift to Rome with their manuscripts and Rome became the new centre of art and learning.

(9) Spread of Humanism:

The medieval scholars paid great attention to theological questions and subjects and laid great stress on future life. However this trend changed drastically when in the 13th century a number of writers and scholars emphasized the study of the Greek literature concerning man, his nature and interests. The present life was stressed. These Humanist writers criticised the church, the priests and the old beliefs. In short they developed a critical outlook and a spirit of enquiry.

(10) Co-operation of Kings, Popes, Nobles and Wealthy People:

Kings, Popes, Nobles and Wealthy persons patronized the Renaissance movements. Greek scholars adorned the courts of Francis I of France, Henry VIII of England and Charles V of spain. Popes like Nicholas V and Leo X were great patrons of the classical art, literature and music. Wealthy people began to buy antiques and patronized artists to decorate their houses. The Medici family of Florence, the Viscontis of Milan, the Borgias of Romagna, the Carreras of Podua the Della Scalas of Verona etc. were leading families that contributed immensely to the process of this movement.

The Renaissance Literature:
The Renaissance Writers: The beginning of the Renaissance can be traced to the writings of a number of scholars - poets, philosophers and the university scholars - called the Humanists. Their writings formed the basis of what came to be known as the Renaissance literature. The Renaissance literature was characterized by the growth of Humanism, a philosophy or attitude which makes concern with man and his life on earth its central theme and has faith and confidence in the unlimited capacities of man to develop himself. The outstanding Humanist scholars who contributed immensely to the growth of the Renaissance literature were Dante, Petrarch, Boccacio, Erasmus and Machiavelli etc.

Dante or Durante Alighieri (1265-1321) was an Italian poet and statesman, born of a noble florentine family. Dante was a Renaissance poet of extraordinary brilliance. Although he wrote much in Latin, he preferred to use the language of his own state, Tuscan, which later became the Italian language. In 1305-06 he wrote his epic poem the Divina Commedia or Divine Comedy, which is regarded as one of the greatest poems in Italian literature. It describes a dream journey through hell, purgatory, and paradise with the purpose of opening to its readers a vision to direct one from wretchedness to blessedness. The poem was really a criticism of the way people behaved in Dante’s own time. The Divine Comedy, both as a literal narrative and as an allegory, defies comparison with other works of its kind, standing alone and supreme in beauty of expression and in depth of feeling. Among his other works were, a philosophical encyclopaedia containing a defence of Convivia Italian as a literary language and De Monarchia which attacked papal interference in temporal affairs and defended the divine authority of the emperors.

Petrarch (Francesco de Petrarca, 1304-74): Historians consider Petrarch the founder of Humanism. Like Dante he wrote poetry in the Italian language and criticised the society of his times, especially its system of education. Petrarch’s love poetry, especially that in praise of Laura (whose identity remains obscure) reveals him as one of the great poets of all time and master of the Italian sonnet. His style set the pattern for poetry in Europe for 250 years.

Boccacio: While Dante used Italian for his poetry Boccacio used it for his prose. His famous work is the ‘Decameron’ in which he wrote about the scandalous tales about the clergy and their sexual and licentious life.

Erasmus, Desiderius (c 1465-1536) was a Dutch scholar, theologian and humanist. He was a priest who published the first Greek edition of the New Testament, taught in several European capitals and exercised a profound influence on the learning of Europe, reviving the study of Greek and applying critical standards to the translation and interpretation of the Bible. As a humanist Erasmus criticised hollow rituals and clashed with the scholastics. He wanted religion to stress morality and spirituality. He tried to reform the church from within; but he did not want to see it break up. His writings contributed much to the reformation.  

Nicolo Machiavelli (1469-1527) was a Florentine statesman and author, famous for his political philosophy which shaped post - medieval politics and diplomacy. His best known work. I( Principe (The Prince) asserted the paramount role of the state and its ruler. It taught that any treachery or cunning on the part of a ruler is justified if it upholds his power and security. Following the seizure of Florence by the Medici in 1512, Machiavelli retired from public life, and devoted himself to writing.

Among the other humanists were Traversari, Manetti, Valla, Castiglione, Ariosto, (“Orlando Furiosa”) Tasso (“Jerusalem Delivered”) Chrysoloras whose writings added much to the Renaissance literature.

Renaissance Artists:
Painting, Sculpture and Architecture: The Renaissance spirit found its full flowering in Italy in the works of three great artists - Leonardo da Vinci, Michaelangelo, and Raphael. They were commissioned to produce works of art by Popes and members of the Medici family.

Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519): Leonardo, one of the most versatile men of his own or of any other time, was artist (painter), poet, architect, sculptor, philosopher, engineer. Few men in history have displayed such breadth of knowledge, skill and inventiveness, and with this, great charm and character Leonardo has been called “the Universal Man”. Born in Florence, Italy, patronized by the Medici family and later by king Francis I of France, Leonardo moved between Milan, Rome, Florence, Venice before finally setting down in France. Of the few finished paintings that he left, four are recognised as masterpieces of the highest rank. His portrait of a woman generally known as ‘Mona Lisa” (now in the Louvre, Paris) whose unfathomable brooding smile has become a symbol of mysterious charm, is considered by many to stand without a rival among portraits, in its beauty of posture, grace of fine raiment (dress or clothing), and strangely interesting background of pools, streams and crags.

“The Last Supper”, one of his most famous pictures - is one of the most notable studies of character in all painting and, even in its present deteriorated condition, has compelling beauty. The scene portrayed is Christ having his last supper with his Apostles, the night before he was crucified. The Master’s face is serene, but the psychological effect of the charge is plainly written on the face of each disciple, according to his individual nature. The scene is living drama exhibiting the freedom and daring of the new age. According to some art critics this is probably the world’s greatest painting.

The other two outstanding paintings “The Virgin of the Rocks” and the Virgin and child with Saint Anne” create an impression of lovely mystery and rare inward beauty.

Leonardo’s mathematical and mechanical skill brought him fame as civil and military engineer. His design of a flying machine based on the wing of a bird was probably the earliest design of an airplane. Similarly the volume of annotated drawings with his curious right-to-left writing, now in the Royal collection at Windsor Castle is yet another evidence for his versatile abilities.

Michaelangelo (Michaelangelo Buonarotti, 1475-1564) Florentine artist Michaelangelo, celebrated for his sculpture and architecture as well as for his painting was more revolutionary as a sculptor than as a painter. His talent as a sculptor rivalled even that of the Greeks. Some of his best work in sculpture was done for the Medici family in Florence, the most noted being figure for tombs in the Medici chapel. The gigantic statue of David, in Florence is a masterpiece of anatomical study and suggests, in the massive head, intellectual superiority. The colossal “Moses” made for the tomb of Pope Julius II, has been described as “half prize - fighter, half Jupiter”. “The Pieta”, one of his early sculptures, shows the virgin seated, holding across her knees the unclad form of the crucified Christ. In this group, deep emotion is expressed with stirring realism.

Michaelangelo’s greatest work in painting was the decoration of the ceiling of the Sistine chapel in the Vatican, Rome, a task he undertook on Pope Julius’ insistence in 1508 which occupied four-and-a half years. He decorated the ceiling in nine panels drawing the subjects from Christian mythology but giving it an intense human interpretation. Among the 394 life - size figures chosen from Biblical accounts, the panel also includes figures of the great Hebrew Prophets. His panel showing the Creation of Man is one of the most sublime paintings of all time. These paintings, for example. “The Last Judgement”, depicting Christ judging the human race and “The Fall of Man” are some of the most famous works of art in the world.

Michaelangelo’s genius as an architect can be seen in the vast dome he designed which crowns St. Peter’s Church in Rome.

Michaelangelo was a supreme individualist who adored beauty and maintained an ideal of purity. His works transcend the bounds of conventional restraint. 

Raphael (Raffaello-Sanzio, 1483-1520). Italian painter Raphael, called by his contemporaries il divino pittore, “the divine painter” produced a great number of paintings which are characterized by grace, gentleness and exceptional skill. He chose the most beautiful women he could find with the aim of portraying the beauty of a mother and the loveliness of a child. While the spirit of work was secular, he achieved a rare blending of devotional feeling with a sense of beauty. Among the most famous and familiar of his paintings is the Sistine Madonna, the mother of Jesus Christ (in Pope’s private chapel at the Vatican). The Madonna was not merely a female figure “with no limbs beneath the robe” but a real woman. Its beauty of composition and its life-like charm have made it one of the most famous paintings in the world.

All the early Renaissance artists chose Christian subject matter primarily because the church was one of the greatest patrons of art. They pictured Christian subjects and covered the walls of Chrches and places with scenes of heaven, hell and the last judgement. Later artists, however, were influenced by the revival of interest in old Greek and Roman mythology and freely mixed topics from Biblical literature with Greek and Roman subjects. Many non-religious themes were also depicted. This shows that art was no longer the submissive handmaid of theology. But whatever the subject, its portrayal was humanist. For example, in Raphael’s paintings especially of the Madonna and Michaelangelo’s sculptures of Jesus and Mary, Jesus is shown as a human child with Mary as loving mother. Thus, these paintings were truly representative of the Renaissance.

The Renaissance in Music:

The Renaissance music, more than any of the other arts of the time, was free from classical influence. The music of the middle ages down to the close of the 16th century was mostly religious in character. An important change took place during the religious upheaval of the 16th century. It was Martin Luther who saw the advantage of the popularized use of music in the Protestant Church. In 1524, Luther along with four associates published a compilation of selected Latin Chants, hymns, Moravian religious songs, to which he added some of his own compositions as he wished the people to take an active part in the congregational singing. This was the first popular religious hymnbook in history. John Calvin had the psalms set to music.

Not to be outdone the Roman Catholic Church commissioned Palestrina (1524-1594) to provide a musical setting for the Mass. He wrote the “Mass of Pope Marcellus”, and many hymns, which rank him as one of the earliest of the greatest modern composers Palestrina’s influence in the musical world reached beyond the limits of the Roman Catholic Church. Philip Neri, in the middle of the 16th century, founded the order of the Oratorians (a Religious Order) in Rome. Biblical stories were presented, set to the music of choruses and musical instruments. This served as a fore-runner of the modern opera.

Several changes were made in music in the 16th century. The combining of different melodies and polyphony - the combining of several independent voice parts - were introduced. Attention was paid to harmony, rhythm and symmetry. Musical instruments were improved. The medieval musical instruments like the organ, trumpet, cornet, flute and bugle were supplemented by the refined violin and the piano. Apart from the church music, secular music also developed in the form of the French ‘chanson’, the German ‘lied’ and the Italian ‘madrigal’.

Spread of the Renaissance Spirit:

From Italy the influence of the Renaissance spread to Europe, perhaps with traders and among the trade routes. In northern Europe the Renaissance became a serious movement to improve the everyday life of man. More and more books came to be written in the language of the people, not just in Latin, which was the language of the learned persons. Many of these writings dealt with other subjects besides religion, and became famous as masterpieces and classics. 

Of the Renaissance scholars in northern Europe, an outstanding writer was the Dutch man Erasmus, who ridiculed corrupt practices in the Church. Sir Thomas More (1478-1535) was an English scholar and statesman who is known for his book called Utopia, a description of an imaginary ideal human community. Machiavelli, a historian of Florence is regarded as the father of modern political philosophy. His famous work, “The Prince” was concerned with the new concept of ‘state’ as it was emerging in Europe, and the art of governing successfully. Machiavelli was perhaps the earliest political thinker who thought of a state as being independent and supreme, and one in which political matters are separated from religion. Don Quixote by Cervantes (1547-1616) a Spainiard, pokes fun at medieval knights and their ideas of chivalry. The essays of Francis Bacon (1561-1626) an English statesman, writer and natural scientist are full of wisdom on variety of subjects. The works of the great English poet and dramatist William Shakespeare (1564-1616) deal with every possible human emotion of man, his strengths and weaknesses. For this reason, Shakespeare’s plays are almost as modern today as they were when first staged in the 16th century Rabelais (1490-1553) the French writer, who was educated in theology and medicine, was thoroughly in tune with the spirit of the Renaissane. His wit and satire were directed against popular beliefs in astrology and superstition. His celebrated works Pantagruel and Gargantua are named after two legendary medieval giants.

The works of all these writers clearly show that the Renaissance spirit was focussing genuine interest in the affairs man.

The Renaissance Scientists:
The new concern with this world and the spirit of enquiry led to the growth of science. Francis Bacon was a trend-setter in inculcating the scientific outlook through his methods of observation and experimentation. From the 16th century onwards, a number of astronomers and mathematicians began to use observation and experimentation and proved on the basis of these methods that the earth is not the centre of the universe - it is only a small planet and that it revolves round the sun. Nicholas Copernicus (1473-1543), a polish scholar who had lived for many years in Italy propounded the Heliocentric Theory stating that the Sun is the centre of the Universe and the Earth rotates on its axis daily and revolves round the sun annually. The findings of Copernicus were based on observation and patient calculations derived from the mathematical ideas of Pythagoras, the great astronomer and mathematician of ancient Greece. The ‘Copernican system’ was immediately challenged by university professors who still believed in the old Geocentric Theory accepted by Aristotle and the ancient astronomer Ptolemy. Copernicus was also opposed by religious scholars who could not accept his new theory because it did not agree with the Bible. His treatise was banned by the church in 1616 as being false and dangerous.

Galileo Galilei (1564-1642):

The findings of Copernicus were accepted by the Italian astronomer and scientist Galileo whose achievements included the construction of telescopes, with which he observed the sun, stars, the mountainous character of the moon and discovered Jupiter’s satellites. He also enunciated a number of important laws in dynamics. Observation of a swinging chandelier in the cathedral of Pisa led him to discover the isochronism of the pendulum, i.e. whatever the range of its swing it took exactly the same time to accomplish it. From the top of the Leaning Tower of Pisa he demonstrated that bodies of different weights fall with the same velocity, thus proving. Aristotle wrong Although a firm believer in the Heliocentric Theory of Copernicus that the earth is not at the centre of the universe but orbits about the sun with other planets, he was forced by the Inquisition to recant in 1633.

Johann Kepler (1571-1630) was a German mathematician who worked on the results of Tycho Brahe* to produce a set of navigational tables and his three laws of planetary motion. With the help of mathematics Kepler explained how planets move around the sun. He set down the principle or law, which governs these movements and described their path. These laws provided the vital evidence which led Isaac Newton (1642-1727), the English mathematician and scientist to prove that all the heavenly bodies move according to the law of gravitation.

The modern age of science that began with these Renaissance scientists not only increased man’s knowledge but also established a method of study that could be applied to other branches of knowledge. For example, in 1590, Zacharias Jansen, a Dutch scientist, invented the microscope Torricelli, an assistant of Galileo, developed the barometer Christian Hugyens, another Dutchman, invented the pendulum clock in 1657. The Thermometer was perfected around 1725 by Gabriel Fahrenheit. The centigrade thermometer was perfected in 1742 by Anders Celsius.

In the field of astronomy the greatest achievement was the development of the Gregorian calendar by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582.

Great advances were made in medical science. The Flemish Physician Vesalius (1514-1564) gave the world a correct description of the human anatomy based on actual dissection. The English physician Harvey (1578-1657) discovered about the circulation of the blood after years of careful observation and experimentation. Leeuwenhock (1632-1728) improved the microscope and was able to study minute forms of life like bacteria. These experiments and findings helped to correct many errors of the past and started a new approach to the study of the problems of health and disease.

The knowledge gained by the new discoveries did not become immediately widespread although the printing press greatly helped in the dissemination of ideas. It took a long time before the new discoveries became widely known and began to be applied. Nevertheless what the Renaissance scientists began - learning by questioning, observation and experimentation - gave rise to the scientific method which the scientists continue to use even today. It is largely the application of the scientific method that has contributed so immensely to the growth of knowledge. 

Effects of the Renaissance: Impact on the world:
The Renaissance in Europe marked the end of the middle age and heralded the dawn of the modern age. Its impact on Europe in particular and the world in general was both profound and far-reaching. It transformed the life of man in every sphere - political, social, economic, religious and cultural. More than anything else it revolutionized man’s thought and ideas, thus heralding an intellectual revolution.

(1) End of Blind Faith: In the middle age people blindly believed the teachings of the Church, its dogmas and rituals. Now began the advent of the age of reason. People began to attach great importance to worldly life and all their efforts were directed to make it happier and more prosperous.

(2) Scientific Outlook: In the middle ages people believed in superstition, supernaturalism and mysteries. They accepted the theories without verifying or investigating them Renaissance developed in them a critical and scientific outlook.

(3) Weakening of the Church: In the middle ages the Church dominated all spheres of life. Its authority was supreme and undisputed. Now the people began to question the authority of the church. This weakened the Church considerably.

(4) Development of Humanism: In the middle ages the study of theology occupied the time and energy of man. People were more interested in future life. Now man became interested in man, his interests, his nature, and his life in this world.

(5) Spread of Education and Literature: With the invention of printing press books became cheap and easily available. Schools, Colleges and Universities were opened in various places which helped a lot in spreading education and knowledge. It also led to the growth of vernacular languages and literature.

(6) Encouragement to Arts and Science: The Renaissance encouraged the study of different sciences and led to many inventions and discoveries. It gave and impetus to the growth of various kinds of art.

(7) Political Effects: Feudalism had brought tyranny, chaos and anarchy during the middle age. The Renaissance promoted nationalism and led to the rise of strong and powerful monarchies. This ensured peace, security, political stability and economic prosperity.

(8) New geographical Discoveries: Renaissance created the spirit of adventure and instilled new sprit and enthusiasm in the minds of the people. This led to the great explorations and discovery of new lands.

(9) Development of Trade and Commerce: Contact with the east led to the promotion of trade and industry with European countries. This resulted in the increased national income and the rise of middle class. It also gave a total blow to feudalism.

(10) Reformation: The spirit of enquiry and critical mind made people question the authority of the Church. This led to a revolt against the evils in the church, thus paving the way for the Reformation.

Revolutions have played an essential role in the development of human societies. e.g. American, French and Industrial Revolutions have brought about a complete transformation in the very attitude of man towards life in general. They have ushered in the modern age, and have released the important forces of democracy, nationalism, capitalism and socialism which have shaped the human civilization of 19th – 20th centuries. What links these three seemingly disparate revolutions, separated from each other by the gulf of time and space, is their unity of purpose, which was to make the life of man more comfortable, happy and progressive.

In a fast-changing world, where ideas change rapidly, these revolutions should be viewed in the context of the ideas and ideals prevailing at that time and one should try to understand their significance in the present day life of the people in the proper perspective.

(II) The American War of Independence

(The American Revolution)

Great Explorations (1492-1520) and the Exploration of America:

The period between 1492-1520 was the period of great explorations. This period marked the beginning of Colonization by the European nations. The invention of the Mariner’s Compass, Navigator’s chart etc. coupled with the spirit of enquiry inspired the European navigators to set out on voyages across the oceans. Thus began the great explorations. The navigators of Spain and Portugal were pioneers in this regard.

Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal encouraged sailors by making maps based on trips to the African Coast. Bartholomew Diaz had reached the point which the Portuguese named Cape of Good Hope. Vasco da Gama followed this route and sailed on past the Cape and reached Calicut in India in 1498.

Columbus an Italian sailor financed by Spain sailed in 1492 towards the west approximately 6000 kms across the Atlantic Ocean hoping to reach India. When he reached land after a few weeks, he thought he had reached India, so he called the islands “the Indies”, and the people who lived there Indians. Till his death he continued to believe that he had in fact sailed to Asia. Of course he returned with no spices. The world was to know later that Columbus had reached islands in lands completely new to the known world. These lands were soon to be called the Americas, after the name of a later Italian explorer, Amerigo Vespucci who also believed that area to be in Asia. Cortes and Pizarro went on conquering expeditions for Spain that led to the colonization of Latin America. Other countries – England, France and the Netherlands also joined the race of explorations.

From the reign of Elizabeth I of England English Seamen such as Francis Drake and John Hawkins had taken interest in the exploration of America. Under the inspiration of Richard Hakluyt between 1578 and 1583 several attempts had been made to establish colonies. Finally in April 1607 a colony was founded at Jamestown in the state called Virginia. In 1620 the Puritans (reacting against the English State Church and its rituals) founded a settlement at Plymouth; particularly during the great migration (1625-1650) thousands of Puritans, often highly qualified settled in new England and other States of America. By 1733 with the foundation of Georgia there were 13 States in North. America. By 1760 the colonial population numbered 2 million (almost 1/3rd of England’s population. In four wars between 1689 and 1763 the American colonies fought with England against France (which had settlements in Canada and Mississippi Valley). When France was defeated the colonies could expand west away from the east coast. The charter granted to the colonies gave them all liberties enjoyed by English citizens, the use of English common law and granted the establishment of representative government (1619). In 1776 the American colonies revolted against the British government and after seven years of struggle achieved independence.

The 18th Century Americans:

By the middle of the 18th century there were 13 English colonies in North America along the Atlantic coast. Landless peasants, people seeking religious freedom, traders, and profiteers had settled there. The bulk of the population consisted of independent farmers. Infant industries had developed in such products as wool, flax, and leather. In the north, there were fishing and ship-building. In the south, large plantations like feudal manors had grown up where tobacco and cotton were grown with slave labour brought from Africa. Trade between the colonies and Europe had become lively and prosperous.

Each colony had a local assembly elected by qualified voters. These assemblies enacted laws concerning local matters, and levied taxes. However, they were under the rule of the mother country. By the 18th century, the colonists found the laws which the English government imposed upon them more and more objectionable. The idea of being an independent nation grew and developed into the Revolutionary war in which the colonies gained their independence.

During the middle of the 18th century the struggle between England and France for colonial and commercial supremacy was decided in favour of England. In the seven years war (1756-1763) England emerged victorious everywhere. But this had burdened England with a heavy national debt. In the circumstances the British government attempted to reduce their expenditure by realizing tax from the American colonies and meeting the cost of protecting the American colonies with the money so realized. The colonies refused to pay and the conflict between England and America began which ultimately led to the war of American Independence.

The declaration of independence by the American colonies towards the end of the 18th century was an event of great importance in the history of the world. It brought into existence an independent power which has now become one of the greatest powers of the world.

Causes of the American Revolution:

(1) Spirit of Nationalism:

The great distance of the American colonies from England and the vastness of the space they occupied fostered in them a feeling of detachment and self-confidence that tended towards independence. The fact that the colonists were also Englishmen made them peculiarly sensitive to dictation of the Englishmen. The habit of initiative and enterprise which characterized them, as well as the degree of self-government that they enjoyed, accentuated this attitude. Thus as soon as the French were expelled from Canada as a result of the Seven Years war, the colonists thought that they no longer require the military assistance of the mother country i.e. England.

The economic control exercised by England over the American colonies was simply an irksome form of bondage. This spirit of nationalism was the most fundamental cause of the war of American independence and this lent a greater weight to other causes.

(2) Colonial Policy of England:

The colonial policy of England in economic matters was the primary cause of resentment in the American colonies. England’s policies did not encourage the American colonies to develop an economy of their own. The British parliament had forbidden them to use non-British ships in their trade. Certain products such as tobacco, cotton and sugar, could be exported only to England. Heavy duties were imposed on the import of goods in the colonies from other places. The colonies were also forbidden to start certain industries, e.g. iron works and textiles. They were forced to import these goods from England. Thus, in every possible way, the growth of industry and trade in the colonies was impeded.

The British also angered the colonies by issuing a proclamation to prevent them from moving west into lands. English aristocrats had brought lands in America and got rents from the farmers. They wanted to keep the colonies population as renters.

(3) 
Impact of the Seven Years War (1756-1763):

England’s national debt and imposition of new taxes on the colonies:
As a result of continuous wars in Europe the British government was burdened with debt. In 1765, the British parliament passed the Stamp Act which imposed stamp taxes on all business transactions in the American Colonies. Revenue stamps upto 20 shillings were to be affixed to legal documents and other papers. This Act aroused violent resentment among all sections of the colonies and led them to boycott British goods. There were uprisings in many towns and tax-collectors were killed. The colonies claimed that since the British parliament had no representatives from their colonies, it had no right to levy taxes on them. “No Taxation without Representation” became the slogan of their agitation. The revenue from these taxes was used not in the interests of the colonies but of the  British  empire.

(4) Role of Philosophers:

The American revolutionaries were inspired by the ideas of the English philosophers of the 17th century e.g. Locke, Harrington, Milton, who believed that men had certain fundamental rights which no government had the right to infringe. American thinkers such as Thomas Jefferson, were also inspired by the French philosophers. Jefferson asserted the “colonies’ right to rebellion”, and encouraged their increasing desire for independence. Support for independence was forcefully expressed by Thomas Paine, an emigrant from Britain and the author of “Common Sense” who detested the inequalities of the English society.

Circumstances leading to the American War of Independence:

The agitation against the Stamp Act spread over the whole of America like wildfire. The colonies boycotted all kinds of British goods. Under the pressure of circumstances the British government (under Rockingham ministry) annulled the Stamp Act but by a Declaratory Act (1766) they maintained that the British parliament had the right to tax the colonies. In the following year revenue minister Charles Townshend levied a light tax on tea, glass, paper etc. The colonies resisted and stopped all kinds of import from Britain. The British government sent troops to Boston to terrorize the colonies. There were open fights between the people of Boston in 1770 and the British troops in which a large number of Bostonians were killed by the British troops. This is known in history as the Boston Massacre.

In 1770, Lord North, the new British Prime Minister, abolished taxes on all commodities except a very light duty on tea to assert the right of the British parliament to levy taxes. The tax on tea led to trouble. In 1773, several colonies refused to unload the tea coming in English ships. In Boston, when the governor ordered a ship to be unloaded, a group of citizens dressed as (American) Red Indians boarded the ship and dumped the crates of tea into water. This is known as Boston tea party. The British government retaliated by closing the Boston harbour and self-government at Massachusetts was annulled.

The Philadelphia Congress and the Declaration of Independence:

The representatives of the 13 American colonies met as a group in what is called the First Continental Congress at Philadelphia in 1774 where it appealed to the British King George III to remove restrictions on industries and trade and not to impose any taxes without their consent. The King declared their action a mutiny and ordered troops to be sent to suppress it. The colonies then planned for military defence with local troops or militia. In 1775, the first battle of the revolution was fought when a thousand British soldiers met the colonial militia in Lexington, Massachusetts.

The representatives of the colonies met at Philadelphia and reiterated their demands to King George III. They also appointed George Washington as the leader and the commander of the joint armies of the colonies. On the refusal of the British King and the parliament, the representatives met in a third session and declared the independence of America on 4th July 1776. It contained truly revolutionary ideas

(a) liberty, happiness and enjoyment of life are the birth rights of every man; these are not the monopoly of the British nation.

(b) the government of every country is based on the will of the people – the people are the source of strength of the government. 

(c) when the government becomes oppressive the people have a right to remove it.

After the declaration in 1776, the colonies fought for their rights to be an independent nation.

The declaration of independence was regarded by the British government as a rebellion and treason. More British troops were sent to America to force the colonies to submission. George Washington was put in command of the American forces. At this juncture France, England’s old enemy decided to help the colonies with troops. Holland and Spain also agreed to help the American colonies. On the other hand annoyed at Britain’s suspicious attitude; the neutral countries like Russia, Denmark, Sweden, Naples, Prussia, Portugal declared Armed Neutrality against England which was a clear warning to England that while they would remain neutral in the Anglo-American conflict, they would resist any attempt by the British navy to search their ships. All this made England’s position weaker. The British defeat at Saratoga, Yorktown and the surrender of the British general Lord Cornwallis at Virginia brought the war to an end in America. In the Mediterranean, the Franco-Spanish navy had occupied Minorca. In India Hyder Ali of Mysore entered into an alliance with the French. Ireland was in rebellion. Strong leaders in parliament were opposing the war. Under these circumstances the British government was forced to make peace and in 1783 the peace of Paris was signed by which the British government recognized the independence of the 13 American colonies. Thus the United States of America came to be established as a sovereign independent state.

Causes of the American Success:

(a) British mismanagement of War.

(b) Foreign aid to colonies e.g. France, Spain.

(c) Able leadership of George Washington.

(d) American nationalism.

The American Constitution:

When the war of independence started each of the 13 colonies was a separate state with its own army, boundary, customs duties and finances. But they co-operated against a common enemy. In 1781, as states of the US, they united through a plan for a national government. A constitutional convention was called at Philadelphia to frame a new constitution which came into effect in 1789. It established a republican form of government at a time when states in other parts of the world were governed by monarchies. The American constitution set up a federal system under which powers were divided between a central or federal government and the state governments.
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Map 1.1 – The American War of Independence

Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of independence and his followers, campaigned for the addition of the Bill of Rights to the federal constitution which was done through 10 amendments that guaranteed many rights to the American people. The most notable of these are freedom of speech, press and religion and justice under law. The constitution marked the emergence of the US as a nation in world history. It was the first written republican constitution framed in history.


Effects and Significance of the American Revolution:

(A) Internal Effects:

The American Revolution is seen as a manifestation of the Enlightenment in political, civil and ecclesiastical action. Its greatest significance was that it resulted in the formation of a free United State of America. Within this framework, the Revolution forged a great many policies of the United States.

First and foremost, it established the principle of equality of all men and the inalienable rights of man. The growing awareness and consensus on the principles of Liberty and Equality, led to the decline and eventual disappearance of slavery in the Northern states, and the issue of a spate of manumissions by liberal slave owners in Virginia. It was also in Virginia that Thomas Jefferson in 1786, passed the Virginia statute for religious liberty, in keeping with the principle of secularism i.e. separation of Church and State, and the freedom of all people to follow the religion they wished to follow.

American women also benefited, albeit indirectly, from the American War of Independence. With men away at war, many women took on what were previously considered male jobs and performed them admirably. Thus women became economically independent. The spread of republican ideas enabled women to take up the fight for their rights, both in the legal and social spheres.

But though the progress towards the attainment of complete democracy had begun, the early American republic cannot be said to be fully democratic, as it denied voting rights to Negroes, American Indians and Women. It would not be until the mid 20th century that this process was completed.

(B) External Effects:
Before the American Revolution, colonial powers believed that colonies existed solely for the benefit of the mother country and exploited them accordingly. However, it was this very exploitation that had led the Americans to rebel against the mother country, so in order to stave off rebellions, a change in the colonial policy was effected. A liberal policy of granting economic and political rights to the colonies was now adopted. Thus, the American Revolution demonstrated the dangers of mercantilism and ushered in what is known as “Modern Imperialism.”

The principles of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity manifested through the American Revolution inspired revolutionaries in France e.g. Lafayette and later, in the 19th century, revolutionaries in Europe. It also served as an encouragement to Spanish and Portuguese colonies in Central and South America to rebel and thus gain their independence.

The French had heavily supported the American forces against the English. But this put a heavy strain on their finances, leading to the financial bankruptcy of France. This bankruptcy was the immediate cause of the French Revolution and many French soldiers and philosophers who had aided the Americans, now advanced the Revolution in their own country, against their autocratic monarchy.

Finally, the loss of America meant that England had no place to transport her prisoners to. Her own prisons were filled to overflowing. An alternative penal colony had to be founded, and thus, in January 1788, 736 convicts landed on the shores of Botany Bay, Australia.

(III) The French Revolution of 1789

Background:
At the time of the Revolution in 1789, France was ruled by the Bourbon dynasty. This dynasty, which had been established by Henry IV in 1589, symbolised absolute rule of the crown and despotism.

The Bourbon ascendancy took place in the 17th century under two ministers, namely, Richelieu and Mazarin. The Bourbons emerged as the supreme power in Europe, and embarked on a policy of territorial expansion. Their neighbour countries, Austria and Spain, were quickly subjugated, by two treaties, viz., the Peace of Westphalia (1648) and the Peace of Pyrenees (1659) respectively.

The Bourbon dynasty reached its apex under Louis XIV. This greatest of all Bourbon monarchs was an imperialist, with a dream of becoming dictator of all Europe. With this end in view, he fought what are known as the Four Great Wars. The last war, known as the War of Spanish Succession, saw the victory of France and the establishment of French supremacy all over Europe. Or so it seemed outwardly. In reality, the war of Spanish succession resulted in a crippling loss of men and money for France and severely drained the French treasury. A further blow fell in 1763, when France was defeated by England in the Seven years war (1756-1763). This resulted in the loss of French colonial and commercial power, dealing a final blow to French political prestige and military reputation. It also brought about the total bankruptcy of France. The bleak situation was further exacerbated by the inefficient and worthless rule of Louis XV, the successor of Louis XIV. The next king, Louis XVI, had the best of intentions and attempted to revive the former glory of France, but the situation was now beyond redemption and a revolution was inevitable and long overdue.

Causes of the French Revolution of 1789:

The French Revolution of 1789 is one of the great landmarks in the history of mankind. It ushered in a new era of liberty, equality and fraternity. The French Revolution was a violent protest by the people of France against the old systems of authority, class privilege and absolute rule. The French Revolution, like all other revolutions, did not break out due to any single cause; it was the outcome of a variety of causes; political, social, economic intellectual and others. The philosophers created the background and the peasants took the lead to overthrow the old and outdated society. The revolution started with the fall of Bastille and ended with the establishment (July 1789) of the empire of Napoleon. According to Kropotkin “two great currents prepared and made the great French revolution. One of them, the Current of Ideas, concerning the political reorganization of states, came from the middle classes; the other the Current of Action, came from the people, both peasants and workers in towns who wanted to obtain immediate and definite improvements in their economic condition. And when these two currents met and joined in the endeavour to realize an aim which for some time was common to both, when they had helped each other for a certain time, the result was the revolution.”

(1) Political Causes:

Rotten administrative system – The rottenness of the French administrative system was one of the major causes of the French Revolution. The French Government was a monarchical despotism which was very weak and inefficient. Under this type of Government the existence of representative councils or assemblies was out of the question. The King was the head of the state and he acted in an arbitrary manner and ruled by divine right. As such he was far too superior to be responsible to the mortals under him. He was responsible to no one but God. Towards the end of the 18th century, however the French monarchical absolutism became a spent up force. It became too weak to control the bureaucracy under it, which became corrupt, selfish and greedy. There was no guarantee of personal liberty. People were not equal in the eye of law, penalty was severe. Any person who had incurred the royal displeasure could be condemned to imprisonment without trial by a mere Lettre de Cachet – a kind of royal Warrant of Arrest. The Bastille, the royal prison of Paris was the symbol of that absolutism.

The legal system of the country was full of confusion. Justice was expensive and difficult to obtain; the judges who had brought their offices or inherited them looked after their own interests.

Taking advantage of the weakness of the Kings, the self-seeking nobility raised their heads and surrounded the monarchy to further their selfish ends.

The French monarchy lost its prestige with the French people due to the shattering defeat it sustained in the Seven Years War (1756-1763) which led to her loss of colonial and commercial interests both in India and America. The days of French military glory were also over.

(2) 
Social Causes:

The most important cause of the French Revolution was the social cause. The Revolution of 1789 was much less a rebellion against despotism than a rebellion against inequality. There was too much inequality in France society on the eve of the French Revolution. French society was broadly divided into “privileged and non-privileged classes.” The privileged class consisted of the nobility and clergy and the non-privileged class consisted of the middle class, artisans and peasants. The bourgeoisie or the middle class possessed intellect, public spirit and in many cases wealth which the nobility lacked. The lot of peasants was also unhappy. They were no better than slaves. France was in grip of the feudal system. In that system the nobles and the priests were free from taxes. Yet they controlled all the higher offices in State and Church. The common people paid the taxes. But they were shut out from all offices.

(3) Economic Causes:

Financial Condition: Economically, France was a land of privileges, concessions and exemptions. In other words the condition of the finances of the French government was in disorder. It has rightly been pointed out “The Revolution was precipitated by the economic factor and the train which had been laid by philosophy was fixed by Finance.” The Fiscal causes lay at the root of the revolution. The French government was without credit, the treasury was empty and there was no prospect of replenishing it by taxation. The upper two states, the clergy and the nobility, were not only immune from many of the taxes, but were enjoying privileges at the cost of the people and the government. The burden of taxation fell upon the Third Estate; the condition of the peasants was desperate, hardly 1/5th (one fifth) of their total produce remained with them after having paid taxes and the church fees. Internal tariffs which prevented free movement of goods from one part of the country to the other added to the economic distress. This economic distress or financial disorder threatened the very existence of monarchy.

The disastrous wars, costly armies, luxurious palaces and the extravagant courts of Louis XIV and Louis XV had left to the successor many debts, an empty treasury and overtaxed people.

(4) Weak Successors of Louis XIV:
Another cause of the revolution was the incapacity of the successors of Louis XIV. France under Louis XIV had been the envy and model of many states. But his successor Louis XV gave to France her most disgraceful reign. It was unfortunate for France that the reigning monarch Louis XV was weak, irresolute and extravagant. Under his worthless rule France fast moved towards the Revolution. Louis XVI who ascended the throne after Louis XV could not remedy the evils from which France was suffering inspite of his good intentions. The Revolution naturally became inevitable.

(5) Influence of the English and the American Revolutions:
The struggle between the King and the Parliament in England during the 17th century, was decided in favour of Parliament by the Glorious Revolution of 1688. The Parliament was recognized as the body in which lay the Sovereignty of the English Constitution. The French revolutionaries looked upon the triumph of the English Parliament over the king as an example to be followed. The American revolution was even more important. It encouraged revolution in France. The French took part in the American revolution and were inspired by its success. And consequently the French rebelled against their government.

(6) Intellectual Revolt or Awakening:

The French Philosophers – During the pre-revolutionary era the French Philosophers prepared the ground for the Revolution by their writings. The French philosophers like Montesquieu, Voltaire, Rousseau, Denis Diderot, D’ Alembert, Quesnay etc. played a great part in spreading “rationalism” all over Europe. They placed the ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity before the people. In fact, their writings contributed much to create a spirit of criticism and helped application of reason to every human institution. The result was the intellectual awakening which prepared the French nation for the Revolution.

Montesquieu (1688-1755) in his book “The Persian Letters” wrote a satire on the French society and poked all manner of fun at the privileged autocracy, and in another book, “The Spirit of Laws” he advocated separation of powers of the government, for the protection of individual liberty.

Voltaire (1694-1778) a prolific writer directed his attack against the church and privileges. In his book “Candide” he advocated a Constitutional Monarchy for France on the model of the British System.

Rousseau (1712-1788) in his “Social Contract” propounded the doctrines of popular sovereignty and political equality. He preached revolt against the vicious and artificial social and political system.

Denis Diderot in his “Encyclopaedia” criticised many existing political and social evils.

Quesnay, the founder of school of “Physiocrats” emphasized the need of free trade and supported the doctrine of laissez-faire. All this prepared the ground for the revolution.

(7) Immediate Cause:
It was the hopeless financial condition which had brought France to the brink of bankruptcy and the refusal of the two privileged orders to tax themselves freely as to save the country. This forced the King to summon the Estates-General (an assembly of notables) in 1789 for tackling the financial problems and in the hope that they would consent to the taxation of the privileged classes. The meeting of the Estates-General after a lapse of 175 years sounded the death knell of the old regime and led to the first step towards the Revolution. Thus, fiscal causes lay at the root of the revolution.

Course of the French Revolution: A Chronology of Events

	DATE
	EVENT

	5th May, 1789
	Meeting of the Estates-General summoned by Louis XVI

	20th June, 1789
	Oath of the Tennis Court

	14th July, 1789
	Storming of the Fort of Bastille

	26th August, 1789
	Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen

	5th October, 1789
	King and Queen brought to Paris from Versailles

	July 1789 – Sept. 1791
	Constituent or National Assembly

	Oct. 1791 – Sept. 1792
	Legislative Assembly

	April 1792
	War against Austria and Prussia declared by Louis XVI

	10th August, 1792
	Violent Mob Attacks Royal Palace; Kills the Swiss Guard of Louis XVI

	August 1792
	Abolition of Monarchy and establishment of a republican form of government

	January 1793
	Execution of King Louis XVI and Queen Marie Antoinette

	January 1793
	Coalition against France led by England

	Sept. 1793 - July 1794
	Reign of Terror (Administration of National Convention)

	1795
	Napoleon saved National Convention from violent mob

	1804
	Napoleon declared himself the Emperor of France

	18th June, 1815
	Napoleon defeated in the Battle of Waterloo

	5th May, 1821
	Napoleon died a prisoner in St. Helena


The Course of the French Revolution:

As stated earlier, in 1789, the French monarchy became financially bankrupt. The attempts by finance ministers Turgot and Necker to improve the situation failed, and thus Louis XVI decided to summon the French popular assembly, the Estates General, after a lapse of 175 years. Its representatives made lists of their political, social and economic grievances, called Cahiers, and met with the intention of redressing these grievances. But Louis XVI opposed the Estates-General except in so far it came to his financial aid. This caused a furore and fighting broke out in Paris, as well as in other towns and cities. In the rural areas, peasants opposed their landlords.

On July 14, 1789, a violent mob attacked the Bastille and razed it to the ground. The Bastille was the symbol of oppression of the people by the autocratic French Kings. Many people had been kept in this fort in life long imprisonment without trial. Thus the attack and destruction of the Bastille was a moral victory of the people of France over the autocratic monarchy.

Fired by the writings of Jean Paul Marat, the starving people of Paris brought the luxury-loving King and Queen to Paris from Versailles on 5th October, 1789. The Estates-General, calling itself the Constituent Assembly, began drawing up a Constitution from Paris. It applied all the theories and principles advocated by the French philosophers. It passed a ‘Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen’, by which every French man was given individual liberty, freedom of speech, freedom of enjoyment of property and equal rights with others. The powers of the King were limited and the sovereign authority of the state was vested in an Assembly.

Naturally, King Louis XVI did not accept this Constitution and there arose differences between the King and the Assembly.

In the meantime, Austria and Prussia declared support to the French Kingship and threatened the French revolutionaries with serious consequences, prompting the Assembly to compel Louis XVI to declare war against these two countries in April 1792. Trying to secure the support of foreign kings, the King and Queen attempted to flee France, but were detected and arrested. Their Swiss Guards were murdered on August 10, 1792.

Under the circumstances, the King was suspected of passing on information to the enemies, and the royal couple was put to trial and executed in January 1793.

This act roused the wrath of the monarchies of Europe, and England, Spain, Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, Naples and Portugal formed a coalition against France, and a British fleet occupied the French port of Toulon.

Reacting swiftly, Napoleon Bonaparte expelled the British fleet from Toulon and saved the country from an impending naval attack. The convention passed the Law of Suspects, and thousands of people were guillotined on mere suspicion of treachery. The period during which it was carried out is known as the Reign of Terror regarding which it has been argued that it was necessary so as to safeguard the Revolution by suppressing rebellions. Therefore it is also called the Dictatorship of Distress.

However, the Revolution, which began with the summoning of the Estates General, can be said to have ended with the commencement of the Reign of Terror, which violated the Declaration of the Rights of Man.

By 1797, Napoleon broke the back of the First Coalition, by defeating the Austrians and signing the Treaty of Campo Formio. Inspite of being defeated by Nelson in the Battle of the Nile in 1798, Napoleon returned to France and established a system of government called the Consulate, becoming the First Consul. In 1804, he crowned himself Emperor of France. He then embarked upon a policy of foreign conquest, and though autocratic his regime gave the people such democratic rights as equality before law and social equality, which shows that the principles of the Revolutions still flourished.

However, Napoleon’s continental system, an attempted economic blockade of the English, roused the wrath of the combined European powers and he was defeated in the Battle of Leipzig (1813). He attempted to bounce back, but was defeated by the English at the Battle of Waterloo (June 18, 1815) sent to St. Helena as a prisoner. He died there on May 5, 1821. The date marks the end of one of the greatest soldiers and military leaders of history. For a man who took the principles of the French Revolution far beyond the borders of France, a captive death was a sad anti-climax to a glittering career.

Effects and Significance of the French Revolution:

The French Revolution was an epoch-making event in the history of France, nay of the World. Like a flood it carried away everything before it and left behind new ideas and forms. Ofcourse the effect of the revolution varied from country to country yet no country was entirely free from its effects. Kropotkin therefore rightly remarks “The blood they (the French people) shed was for humanity, the sufferings they endured were borne for the entire human race; their struggles and the ideas they gave to the world are all included in the heritage of man kind. All have borne fruits and will hear mere, as we advance towards the wide horizons opening out before us.”

(1) Destruction of Feudalism:

A major consequence of the revolution was the destruction of feudalism in France. It swept away the evils of anomalies of the Old Regime and thereby freed the people from the tyranny of the King, the nobles and the Church. Monarchical absolutism was a thing of the past. The nobles and the clergy were deprived of their social privileges and irritating social distinctions between man and man disappeared. Careers were thrown open to talent and ceased to be the monopoly of the aristocratic order. Napoleon’s civil code fixed the structure of the French society on the basis of equality before law, abolition of feudalism, religious toleration and sanctity of private property. All the laws of the old feudal regime were annulled. Church lands and lands held in common by the community were brought by the middle classes. The lands of nobles were confiscated. Privileged classes were abolished. Another lasting result of the revolution in France was the building up of a new economic system in place of the feudal system which had been overthrown This system was capitalism. Even the restored monarchy could not bring back the feudal system or destroy the new economic institutions that had come into being or check the increase in the power of the owners of modern industry and commerce. Thus all these reforms quickened the energy of the people and roused their national spirit. They no longer felt themselves as subjects of a dynasty but as members of a nation.

(2) Liberty, Equality and Fraternity:

Of the permanent contributions of the French revolution mention must be made of the ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity that it had spread. The cardinal idea was that of liberty which found noble expression in the famous “Declaration of Rights.” In it France made herself the spokesman of the human race and it became the watchword and charter of all reforms and revolutionists. Liberty, personal and political, became a universal creed. Personal liberty implied the abolition of serfdom. Not only in France, but all over Europe this principle was reorganised, leading to the gradual enfranchisement of the peasantry from the tyranny of the landed aristocracy.

Political liberty implied the right of individuals to vote in elections, the freedom of the press, the right to assemble etc.

The second idea was that of equality. The French revolution was aimed against social and economic inequality and discrimination. It led to the abolition of privileges enjoyed by the nobility and clergy. The example set by the French revolution in establishing social equality impressed the people of the continent which is evidenced in a growing social conscience and in the increasing recognition given to interests of the great mass of the people in the 19th century.

(3) Spread of Democracy:

The French Revolution also brought about a change in the political administration in France and other European states by replacing autocracy with democracy. At least democratic principles were accepted by France and different countries as the basis of government. It is said that the democratic system of the government of the modern days is one of the major contributions made by the French revolution to human civilisation.

(4) Nationalism, Rationalism and Religious toleration:

But by large the most important legacy (contribution) of the French Revolution was the sense of nationalism that it had spread all over Europe. In fact democracy and nationalism were the two great ideas that the revolution had contributed to the west. The Italian unification, the German unification, Balkan and Greek independence etc. were the outcome of the spirit of nationalism that the French Revolution had spread. Moreover it had also helped the spread of rationalism in Europe. Religious toleration, toleration of other people’s opinions etc. came about as a result of the spread of rationalism and many countries recognised the need of granting liberty of conscience to the people.

(5) Socialism:

The French Revolution also fostered the idea of socialism in many countries. It was Louis Blanc (1811-1882) who inspired by the revolutionary ideals of his country. France began a socialist movement that caught the attention of Karl Marx.

(6) State-welfare:

Lastly, the French Revolution promoted the idea of state welfare by abolishing Feudalism and Serfdom in order to free the poor people from the tortures of nobles and landlords. These measures were emulated in Prussia, and Austria. In several European countries laws about inhuman punishments were abolished. Even these days the idea of state welfare promoted and developed by the French revolution is respected by various governments in the world.

In this manner it can be said that the French Revolution of 1789 produced far-reaching consequences not only for France but for the entire human civilization. It not only contributed to France and Europe but to the entire human race.

The French Revolution also influenced many other field of ideas. The revival of Romanticism by the assertions of individualism, the defiance of tradition and the establishment of human life on a basis of pure feeling may be considered as an effect of the French revolution.

(IV) The Industrial Revolution

The Industrial Revolution differs from the American and French Revolutions in the sense that it was a non-political revolution, unblemished by violence and bloodshed. The Industrial Revolution, in fact, is the best example of a revolution in the economic sphere, carried out in a peaceful and gradual manner through the use of science and technology.

A unique aspect of this revolution was that, though economic in character, the revolution exerted so profound an influence in the political sphere, that subsequent political developments totally changed the face of the world. In other words, the Industrial Revolution necessitated the rise of modern imperialism.

What exactly, then, is meant by the term ‘Industrial Revolution’ and what were the factors that led to its growth and development?

Meaning and Definition:

The term ‘Industrial Revolution’ was first coined by Arnold Toynbee. The Industrial Revolution was a transformation of the methods of production, distribution, transportation and consumption through the general substitution of power driven machinery for hand labour. The domestic system of production which existed in the Middle Ages was replaced by the factory system which resulted in mass production.

“By the Industrial Revolution, we mean that great transformation, which has been brought about during the past 150 years, by discoveries and inventions, which have altered fundamentally, all the methods of production and distribution, of means of life and consequently revolutionised all the economic functions of the society.”

– Charles Beard

Nature of the Industrial Revolution:

· It was completely economic in character.

· It was a peaceful revolution.

· It resulted in mass production.

· It was a silent but mighty upheaval.

· It was a continuous process and is still going on.

· It caused great suffering to the workers.

· It produced many sources of happiness for the capitalists.

The above inferences regarding the nature of the Industrial Revolution can be drawn after a study of its true meaning and of the forces that were at work during the course of the Revolution.

Causes of the Industrial Revolution:

The Industrial Revolution started in England. Its roots are traced back to the Glorious Revolution of 1688 (which entitled English citizens to political rights and brought stability to the Government in England) which gave rise to a progressive society which favoured new discoveries and inventions. Under this progressive impetus, the feudal economy gradually disappeared, leaving a void which was replaced by an industrial economy.

The causes of the phenomenon can be classified under two heads, (A) General causes, and (B) Causes specific to England.

(A) General Causes:

(1) The geographical discoveries of new trade routes to new lands, which took place from the late 15th century onwards, resulted in an expansion of trade and commerce as a direct result of colonial and imperial territorial expansion. This created:

(a) greater demand for manufactured goods.

(b) growth of capital and availability of a huge store of raw materials from different parts of the world.

(2) Progress of science leading to new inventions which revolutionized methods of production and communication.

(3) Abolition of the feudal system sounded the death knell of serfdom, thus resulting in unemployment of the erstwhile serfs. This facilitated the availability of cheap labour in the factories.

(B) Causes of the Industrial Revolution Special Circumstances Present in England:

(1) Increase in the Demand for English Goods: It manufactured cheap and very useful goods such as woollen and linen cloth and iron and wooden articles. The demand for English goods went on increasing. To meet this demand and produce goods in large quantities the Englishmen made new machines and invented new techniques of production.

(2) Character of the English: The Englishmen possessed an inventive genius and were very enthusiastic and courageous. They enjoyed the freedom of thought and expression. They had free scope for experimentation. The government did not interfere in their daily life.

(3) Ample Capital: England had ample capital for large enterprises. She had supremacy over seas. Her naval power greatly encouraged sea-trade and commerce. Hence the English had amassed great wealth through their trade and industry. There was a lot of surplus capital available in the country. They could invest money in different industries.

(4) Peaceful Atmosphere: There was social and political stability in the country. The English people were patriotic and had great love for peace and order. They were safe from external attacks because of their naval supremacy. They had no burden of costly wars. The Government under Walpole followed a policy of peace.

(5) Naval Supremacy: English goods could be easily transported to the various parts of the world and sold profitably. Her navy protected them from being attacked.

(6) Colonial Empire: England had a large colonial empire. She easily got raw materials at cheaper rates for her factories. These colonies sold the English manufactured goods in their markets.

(7) Availability of Coal and Iron: Coal and iron were easily available in large quantity. The mines were situated near each other. These materials were very helpful in the development of industries.

(8) Availability of Cheap Labour: The feudal system had ended in England. A large number of peasants were thrown out of employment. A large number of labourers were easily available for the factories. There were also freemen who could move to any place they liked.

(9) Rivers for Producing Electricity: The rivers in England run very swiftly and all the year round. It is quite easy therefore, to produce electricity from them.

(10) Immigration of Artisans: Due to religious persecution many Protestant artisans migrated to England from Spain and France. England provided them shelter and made use of their skill.

Striking features of the Industrial Revolution:

(1) Steam engines or water power driven machines replaced human labour in manufacturing cloth and other goods.

(2) A series of inventions made possible the production and use of coal, iron and steel on a large scale.

(3) Invention of steam locomotive and steamship revolutionized transportation and commerce.

(4) Emergence of wage earners and working classes.

(5) Immense gain for the capitalists – emergence of market monopoly.

(6) End of restrictions on trade and industry by guilds and mercantile statesmen.

(7) Agricultural Revolution – major change in method of cultivation.

(8) Development of markets.

(9) Increase in population and beginning of city-life.

Phases of the Industrial Revolution:

The Industrial Revolution can be broadly divided into three phases as follows:

Ist Phase
: 1770-1830

IInd Phase
: 1830-1870

IIIrd Phase
: 1870 onwards

Each phase has its own unique characteristics which need to be analysed.

(1) Birth of the Revolution: 1770-1830

It was during this period that the revolution first started in England, with a slew of important inventions coming one after the other in the latter half of the 18th century. Most of these inventions were designed to give a filip to either the Textile Industry or Transport and Communications and also Mining.

Textiles:

There are two basic processes in making cloth – spinning and weaving. In 1733, John Kay invented the Flying Shuttle, a machine that was driven by water, and helped in the process of automatic weaving. In 1769, Sir Richard Arkwright patented the Water Frame, also operated by water power, which produced cotton yarn suitable for making warp. A milestone had been reached earlier in 1764, when James Hargreaves invented the Spinning Jenny, a spinning machine, which, by the end of the century, could hold upto 200 needles, (Hargreaves’ original Jenny held 5), thus making it possible for one person to spin several threads at one time. In 1785, Edmund Cartwright invented the Power Loom, which was run by horses or bullocks, as also the cordelier (a machine used for making rope). In 1778, the Mule operated spinning machine had been invented by Samuel Crompton.
By the 1790s, the Industrial Revolution had sprouted some shoots in the United States of America too. It was there that, in 1793, Eli Whitney invented the Cotton Gin, a machine which separated cotton seeds from the cotton balls. The invention of this Cotton Gin saw cotton cultivation become the dominant industry in the Southern United States. A by-effect of this was that it led to the institutionalization of slavery of the Black people. Thus, even at this nascent stage of the Industrial Revolution, its political and social effects were already beginning to make themselves felt.

Transport and Communication:

In England, the Industrial Revolution continued to gather steam. 1769 saw the invention of the Steam Engine by James Watt, which made it possible to produce and transport goods on a really big scale. This pace continued unabated in the 19th century. In fact, most of the major breakthroughs in Transport and Communication came about in the first half of the 19th century. This was not merely an accident. In the 18th century, the beginnings of mass production had been made. The towns in which the goods were produced could not absorb all the industrial output, and hence, transportation of these products to other markets became necessary. Out of this necessity evolved faster, cheaper, more efficient means of transportation in the 19th century. Thus it is no coincidence that revolutionization of production was followed by revolutionization of transportation. In 1800, Michael Faraday invented the Dynamo, an electricity generation machine. Inventions now came thick and fast. In 1814, the Locomotive Engine was invented. In 1829, engineer George Stephenson created the Rocket, an automobile engine with a multi-tube boiler. 1837 saw the pioneering of Telegraphs by Wheatstone and Cooke. These telegraphs were widely used for rail and road signalling. It was also the year in which Rowland Hills’ Penny Post first made possible fast and cheap communication by letter. In a book, “Post Office Reforms: Importance and Practicability”, Hill advocated the rate of 1 Penny for each ( ounce posted.

George Stephenson’s engine had already made it possible to haul coal to ports by means of rail. Now in 1830, the first railway train ran from Liverpool to Manchester. Twenty-three years later, on 16th April, 1853, railways were introduced in India, and soon India was criss-crossed by rail-lines, enabling the British to exploit her resources much more efficiently.

In fact, the development of railways had lagged behind the development of roadways. The year 1756 had seen the introduction of ‘MacAdamized’ or all-weather roads (Pitch or Pukka roads). Bridges were built, rivers and lakes were connected through means of canals.

In the United States in 1876, Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone, the same year during which the light bulb was invented by Thomas Alva Edison.
Mining and Metallurgy:

The production of coal and iron and steel forms the backbone of any industrialised country. Thus, if Great Britain was to continue her industrial domination, greater efficiency was necessary in these fields. The smelting of iron in order to convert it into steel received a boost in 1856, when Henry Bessemer invented the Bessemer Convertor. This machine is commonly used all over the world even today, but it has a downside because it produces a lot of toxic gases which are released into the atmosphere in great amounts. Blast Furnaces had already been invented in 1816.

In 1875, Humphrey Davy introduced the Miner’s Safety Lamp. This lamp does not ignite the gas methane (firedamp), so commonly found in mines in England, because a two-layer metal gauze chimney surrounds and contains the flame and conducts its heat away. Thus it prevents explosions and saves many lives. This is an illustration of how the Industrial Revolution has made people’s lives safer and more comfortable. 

The Agricultural Revolution:

The Industrial Revolution brought about a revolution in the field of agriculture as well, mainly due to the major changes effected in the method of cultivation such as:

(a) Enclosure Movement: Small landholdings were gradually merged into one large landholding (Enclosure). Thus, instead of small scale production, large-scale production of crops became the norm. Many small cultivators who had sold off their holdings found work upon the large-scale farms or migrated to the industrial towns.

(b) The system of crop rotation was pioneered by Viscount Townshend. This consisted of changing the crop every year, e.g. Wheat one year, Barley the next, Clover the third, instead of letting the land lie fallow every third year. Clover was used as food for sheep and cattle, supposed to regenerate the soil. It included the periodic sowing of crops which restored the fertility of the soil, e.g. turnips. He also pioneered large-scale cultivation of cash crops e.g. cotton, indigo, etc.

(c) New machinery made farming more efficient. Among the new machines was the seed drill invented by Jethro Tull. The use of steel ploughs and harrows made the task of breaking the ground to prepare it for sowing seeds less back-breaking, though the tractor did not make a significant impact until the 1930s.

(2) The Spread of the Industrial Revolution [Phase II: 1830-1870]:

In little more than fifty years after the use of machines began, England had become the world’s leading industrial nation. As a result of this the British industrialists accumulated huge industrial capital. The British industrialists began to establish factories in foreign countries with the help of their industrial capital for further production and profit. The British cotton and woollen industries were established in Netherlands by a number of the British industrial houses. Machinery for manufacture of consumer goods was also being exported to different countries. In this way the Industrial Revolution began to spread to foreign countries.

But on the continent of Europe the Industrial Revolution began to make some headway after the defeat of Napoleon and the end of 23 years of war. Then machines were introduced in France, Belgium, Switzerland and Germany. However, unstable governments and unrest among the people in some of these countries slowed the growth of industries for some time.

France, by 1850, was developing the iron industry though she had to import both iron ore and coal.

Germany, had, by 1865, occupied second place as a producer of steel, but with England for ahead in the lead. After a late start Germany’s industrial development took an amazing leap after 1870 when the German states were finally welded into a nation. Soon Germany was to become England’s rival.

Russia was the last of the big European powers to have an industrial revolution. She was rich in mineral resources but lacked capital and free labour. After she freed the serfs in 1861, she obtained capital from foreign countries and Russian industry moved ahead. However, it was only after Russia’s 1917 revolution that rapid industrial development started.

The United States had introduced machines and started factories before 1800 – after gaining independence from England. By 1860, she had well established textile, steel, and shoe industries. The American industries grew very rapidly after 1870.

Japan was the first country in Asia to get industrialized. Traditionally, Japan produced mainly such articles as silk, porcelain and toys. By the end of the 19th century, Japanese production included steel, machinery, metal goods and chemicals – and in quantities large enough for export.

Competition in Trade and Rise of Imperialism:

As England was the first country where industries developed, she gained almost complete control over world markets. Even when people in other countries began to use machines they found they could not compete with England’s low prices. To help keep these low priced products from coming into their markets many countries introduced protective tariffs i.e. governments passed laws that required the payment of such a high tax on imported British manufactures that similar products made locally sold far more as they were cheaper. The levy of tariffs to protect infant industries became a widespread practice.

The search for markets and sources of raw materials resulted in international rivalry. First England and later, other western countries began to look for new sources of raw materials and markets in Asia, Africa and South America. Towards the end of the 19th century, Japan was industrialized and joined the race. In this race almost the entire non-industrialized world was carved up into colonies, spheres of influence, or territories for economic and political domination by industrialized countries.

Thus arose imperialism, under which strong nations subordinated the economies of the countries under their domination to their own interests. They forced them to buy and sell on their own terms. The race for colonies caused many an international conflict. The countries which had been industrialized late and had no colonies, wanted to wrest them from those that had. Countries which had colonies wanted still more. These rivalries were mainly responsible for the First World War.

(3) The Third Phase of the Industrial Revolution: [1870 onwards]

Currently, we are passing through the third phase of the Industrial Revolution, so it is not possible to bracket it within a specific time period, or make any predictions regarding the same.

One of the most important innovations of the 20th century was the Assembly Line of Henry Ford, which facilitated mass production like never before. The benefits of industrialisation can now reach out to a wider audience than ever before, and, this phenomenon is not due to imperialism, but globalisation, effected by a communications revolution. The emphasis today is on faster, cheaper more effective communication and satellite networks, telephones, the Internet are all helping to make the dream of a ‘world without borders’ come true.

The technological revolution is progressing at an amazing pace; according to Moore’s Law, computers double in power every 18 months.

The focus nowadays is not just on making new inventions; it is also on improving upon, and streamlining the earlier inventions.

In the words of John Conrad Appel, “The Industrial Revolution in the latter half of the 18th century ushered in a new world. The 19th and 20th centuries have developed and improved upon these inventions and discoveries. Now, mankind may have a more comfortable and in many respects, richer life.”


Effects of the Industrial Revolution:

The Industrial Revolution was a great landmark in the history of the world. It revolutionized the industries and deeply affected the economic, social, political and cultural life of the people.

(1) Economic Effects:

(a) Large Scale Production: The use of machinery and division of labour helped to produce goods on a large scale. Goods were now manufactured more rapidly and on a much larger scale than under the domestic system. The cost of production was low and the production of goods was standardized. People could get quality goods at cheaper rate.

(b) Increase in the National Income of England: There was mass production of goods which were sold to the other countries. It increased the national wealth of the industrialized countries. It increased her national wealth and enabled her to stand the strain of the French wars of 1793-1815.

(c) Improvement in the Standard of Living: People became rich due to the Industrial Revolution. Good quality of goods were now made available at cheaper rates. It raised the standard of living. It greatly increased the comforts of the people. It not only improved the food, dress and dwellings of the people but also improved their way of thinking and intellectual standards.

(d) Increase in Population: The Industrial Revolution increased the national wealth, raised the standard of living, made life more convenient and luxurious. All this helped in checking the various diseases and finally led to an increase in population.

(e) Big Factories and Industrial Towns: The growth of industries and the use of huge machines led to the establishment of factories. The people of villages shifted to towns and cities to get employment in the factories. This led to the growth of new towns and cities in England such as Manchester, Birmingham, Sheffield and Leeds etc.

(f) Growth of Agriculture: Introduction of machinery, better seeds, new crops, the drainage of wastelands, the use of fertilizers and improvement in stock-breeding led to the growth in agriculture. The farmers produced not only corn but also cash crops on a large scale and became very rich.

(g) Development of Banking: The progress in industry and commerce was responsible for the growth of Joint Stock and Trading Companies which carried on their business with the help of banks. The agriculturists also required loans for the improvement of agriculture. This led to the development of the Banking System.

(h) National and International Markets: The different governments began to levy heavy taxes on imported goods in order to safeguard their national industries. This led to the development of National markets. The Industrial Revolution also led to the production of goods on mass scale which necessitated their export to other countries. Thus, the import-export business led to the development of International markets.

The effects of the Industrial Revolution were not just confined to the economic sphere, in fact, the Revolution has shaped almost every aspect of modern human existence. Some of the effects of the Industrial Revolution outside the economic sphere were as follows:

Social Effects:

(a) Conditions in factories were unsatisfactory and workers often suffered from severe occupational hazards e.g. glass-blowers often had silicosis of the lungs.

(b) Factory owners employed women and children on a large scale as they were thought to be more docile and nimble than men and then exploited them by paying them pitifully low wages for very long working hours and treating them cruelly.

(c) Lack of proper drainage systems and lack of proper town planning created unsanitary conditions in towns; many industrial towns were overrun with vermin.

(d) Increase in population of towns, partly due to migration from rural areas, led to very crowded living conditions; as many as 30 people might occupy a cellar.

(e) There was moral downfall of society, and incidences of crime and prostitution increased greatly. Patrick Colquhoun, in his “Treatise on the Police of the Metropolis” (1797), claimed that there were 1,15,000 Londoners living off crime-about one in eight.

(f) Society was divided into two classes; the Proletariat and the Capitalist.

(g) There was widespread unemployment, as not all those who came to the cities could find work, and many of the industries were seasonal. Job security was non-existent.

Political Effects:

(a) England was the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution and so became a dominant power in world trade.

(b) European countries search for new markets for their surplus manufactured goods and their need for raw materials led to the rise of Imperialism and the economic exploitation of the colonies, a phenomenon that Karl Marx summed up in the phrase, ‘Finance Capitalism.’

(c) Capitalists thus, became the political leaders of the world because they had a large number of colonies under their control and also they had gained enormous wealth from these colonies.

(d) There was a demand for factory reforms by people appalled at the horrible working conditions in the factories and the sorry plight of workers.

(e) Nationalism and Internationalism arose as a result of the Revolution, which has also acted as the trigger of Globalisation.

(f) Need for parliamentary reforms in England.

(g) The Chartist Movement in England.

(h) Political ideas and Isms such as Marxism, Socialism, Communism, Guild Socialism, Syndicatism, etc. proliferated as the various sections of society affected by the Revolution each tried to uphold their own interests.

Cultural Effects:

(a) The Industrial Revolution gave an impetus to literary activities. Some of the classics it inspired are Oliver Goldsmith’s ‘The Deserted Village’ and ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ by ‘David Copperfield’ and ‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens

Impact of the Industrial Revolution on Great Britain:

The impact of the Industrial Revolution has been the greatest on England. It was the revolution that enabled her to establish a colonial empire stretching across the globe. ‘The sun never sets on the British Empire’ became a reality due to the superior resources England developed as a result of the Industrial Revolution.

Internally, too, the Revolution changed Great Britain, giving rise to a number of new concepts and movements.

(1) ‘The Labour Problem’ was the biggest problem faced by Great Britain due to the Industrial Revolution. Greedy capitalists, trying to multiply their profits, ruthlessly exploited the laborers and workers. The Industrialists did not care about the bad working conditions in the factories, and there was no organised movement of workers that could redress grievances. Of course there were exceptions. Kind and enlightened employers like Robert Owen (1771-1858), a Scottish factory owner, Levers of Port Sunlight and Cadbury’s of Bournville tried to remedy the evils of capitalism by reducing working hours, refusing to employ children, maintaining sanitary, pleasant working conditions, paying part wages to unemployed workers and even sharing some profits with them.

(2) New Concepts: Adam Smith in his book, “An Enquiry into the Wealth of Nations” (1776) voiced the laissez-faire (Let us alone) theory, which stated that government should not interfere with business and industry. According to him, “The businessman should be free to look after his own interests. Only the unwritten law of supply and demand should determine the size of his profits. The same unwritten law would determine the fate of the worker, whether he had a job, what his working conditions and salary would be.” This became the basis of free trade and led to the abolition of monopolies in trade.

(V) The Russian Revolution of 1917 (The Bolshevik Revolution)
One of the major events of the twentieth century was the rise of Bolshevik Russia. At a time when the Western Europe was undergoing a change through the First World War Russia made a revolution that changed not only the course of her history but also influenced the course of the history of the world.

Causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917:

Revolutions are not made by any isolated factor. Often, almost invariably, a revolution is the effect of a variety of factors, the most important of which is economic. The Russian Revolution in this regard, offers an analogy to the French Revolution. The causes of the Russian Revolution may be recounted as follows:

(1) Political Causes:

(a) Autocratic rule of the Czars: The rule of the Czar Nicholas II (1894-1917) was as autocratic as it was inefficient. The political condition of the country was unstable, censorship was notorious and the police system ruthless. Nicholas was, however, well intentioned and patriotic, but was extremely weak. He was under the influence of his queen Czarina Alexandra, who exercised a baneful influence upon the day-to-day government of the country. She was herself under the hypnotic influence of a Siberian monk named Rasputin. Under such circumstances of political confusion, the first signs of a revolutionary spirit in the country could be noticed in the revolution of 1905. Nicholas was compelled to grant his people a parliament called Duma. The opposition in the parliament belonged to an organization called Social Democratic Party commonly known as the Bolsheviks. The Russians as a whole were fed up with the Czarist regime and they wanted a change to people’s government.
(b) Authority and high prestige of the Church: The majority of the Russian population was illiterate and had blind faith in religion. Naturally, the Church enjoyed high prestige. It was still in favour of the divine right of the kings. This gave an opportunity to the Czar to do what he liked. As a result of this the fundamental rights of the common man suffered.
(c) Corrupt court and oppressive bureaucracy: The Russian people suffered not only on account of their autocratic ruler but also due the fawning and cringing flatterers of his court, with whose advice the Czar administered the country. The corrupt and oppressive bureaucracy was a source of discontent among the people. Nepotism and corruption among the ministers and officers made the condition in the country chaotic.
(d) Russians’ Hatred of Soldiers: The Russian Army suffered defeats in various wars e.g. Crimean War, Russo-Japanese War, but it succeeded in crushing the rights of the commoners, terrorising people and preventing the influx of the revolutionary ideas into Russia from abroad. It created a general discontent among the people and they started hating the soldiers.
(e) Influence of Western ideas of government: In most of European countries the democratic governments had been set-up, hence the people of Russia also desired the switchover from autocratic Czarism to the people’s regime.
(f) Growth of Political Consciousness: The Revolution of 1905 had created political consciousness among the Russian masses. They could now easily comprehend the meaning of vote, parliament and representation. They had become highly conscious of their rights. Therefore, the Russians were on the look out for an opportunity to overthrow the hated Czarism.
(2) 
Social Causes:

Deplorable Social Conditions: The social condition of the Russians during the pre-revolutionary times was worst in Europe. The general masses were devoid of any rights. While the common people were without rights the clergy and nobility enjoyed special privileges. Thus, there was a vast gulf of difference between the social condition of the higher and the lower class. The Serfs, even after emancipation, did not have a better economic condition. Hence, they still remained a dissatisfied class ready to take advantage of any movement which promised them relief from misery.

The general condition of the people became very acute and deplorable when Russia began suffering defeats in the First World War. The prices of essential commodities soared very high and an acute shortage of fuel, cereals, and cloth gripped the country. Starvation stalked the land.

Miserable condition of the peasants: The land belonged to the community and the peasants had no right to sell or otherwise dispose it of. Some of these evils were removed by decrees passed after the revolutionary insurrection of 1905 and the peasants acquired the right to sell or dispose of their lands. But many of them could not maintain themselves under such individualistic system. They sold their lands and became poorer.

(3) Intellectual Cause:

Like France, in Russia also, the material revolution was preceded by a revolution in the realm of ideas. The Western influence penetrated into Russia. The liberal and revolutionary ideas found expression in the Russian literature. The novels of Tolstoy, Turgenev, and Dostoievsky and Maxim Gorky stirred the imagination of young Russia. The educated class began to demand reforms. The ideas of Karl Marx and Bakunin made a section to turn to Socialism and Anarchism. Nihilism and Socialism were the outcome of this influence.

(4) 
Spread of Socialist Preachings:

The progress of industrialization in Russia gave rise to the establishment of many mills and factories. Many labourers worked there. But the condition of these labourers and workers was deplorable. They did not get due returns for their hard work and toil. Strikes were suppressed with force. Trade unions were broken up. The result of this suppression was that the industrial labourers and workers listened eagerly to every apostle of reform. Naturally, revolutionary socialism made rapid progress among them. The Workman’s Social Democratic party was founded in 1895. In 1905, the industrial workers showed their temper by organizing strikes and riots, in many cities of Russia including St. Petersburg and Moscow. By 1914 they were prepared for even a greater violent outbreak.

(5) Illiteracy of the masses and addiction to Vodka

The people of Russia, were illiterate and the percentage of illiteracy was one of the highest in Europe. The great evil, besides illiteracy, to which the people were subjected was the highly intoxicant Russian liquor Vodka. But with the spread of Socialism they arose from their slumber and soon acquired a new outlook of life and living. The Social Democratic Party was formed in 1901 which was later split up into two groups, one called Bolsheviks i.e., the men of the majority group, under the leadership of Lenin, the other called Mensheviks i.e. the men of minority group.

(6) People’s desire for General Welfare: The Allies in the First World War had declared that they were fighting the war for the general welfare of the people. Russians were deeply impressed by that kind of declaration. They girdled their loins to end Czarism and establish people’s rule.
(7) The defeat of the Russian army in the Crimean War, the Russio-Japanese War and especially in some of the engagements in the First World War, revealed to the Russians the utter inefficiency of the Czarist rule. The increasing distress of the people in the wake of the Great War showed itself in the Petrograd Riot in 1917. The factory workers declared a strike and the army did not interfere. On the contrary, they began to join hands with the strikers and ultimately they formed a soviet of the soldiers and the workingmen to complete the revolution and to take over the work of administration of the country. The Duma set up provisional government and forced the Czar to abdicate.
LENIN (1870-1924)

“Leninism is something described as the application of Marxism to the situation prevailing in and as peculiar to Russia.”

Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, better known as Nikolai Lenin may be considered to be the chief architect of Modern Russia. It was under his leadership that the Bolshevik Revolution succeeded in throwing out the Czarist regime in Russia and establishing in its place a peoples’ government – a first rate communist regime based on the doctrines of Marx.

Lenin was born in 1870 in Symbarsak and since his very childhood was a man of revolutionary views. As a student, he joined a demonstration for which he was banished from the country. The order of banishment was, however, later on withdrawn and he was permitted to resume his career as a student of law. In 1893 he assumed the leadership of the communists in Petersburg. The Russian government became afraid of his activities and he was put behind bars in 1895. After sometime he was transported to Siberia. After, he was set free in 1900, he remained for some time in Russia propagating the cause of liberalism of the workers. Afterwards he left for Switzerland. There he started a paper called Iskra (the spark), which contributed a lot towards the spread of communism. The Russian Revolution of 1917 came in the wake of the famous paper edited by Lenin. When the revolution broke out in Russia, Lenin was in Switzerland. On getting the news of revolution, he reached Russia and took an active part in it. 

Lenin deeply studied Marxian literature and came to the conclusion that establishment of communism was the only way to remedy the economic evils and to emancipate the masses from exploitation. He belonged to the left wing of the communists in Russia. In 1898, no doubt the Marxists of Russia had combined to form the Social Democratic labour party, but by 1903 there was a split in the party due to differences of opinion. Lenin, who was the leader of the left wing put forward a proposal for the formation of political party of the proletariat. Most of the members who assembled in the session agreed to the proposal, but some of them did not. From this time onward the majority group of the Social Democratic Party came to be known as Bolshevik party, and the minority group as the Menshevik party. The Bolsheviks wanted to grab power through violence and revolutionary methods; the Mensheviks wanted to capture government through peace and non-violence.

Differences grew between the two groups and in 1912, a session of the Social Democrats took place in Prague where it was decided that by boycotting the Menshevik party the Bolsheviks would organize under the leadership of Lenin. In this manner Bolsheviks came into being. The Bolsheviks, afterwards, succeeded in throwing out Czar’s regime and establishing in its place “the rule of the proletariat” under the leadership of Lenin and Trotsky.

Lenin as the leader of Bolshevik Russia: After the fall of the provisional government (in early November 1917) and Kerensky the leader of the Mensheviks the Bolshevik party seized power. The problems before the newly set-up Bolshevik government were many:

(1) to consolidate the revolution effected and to enlist the support of the general people,
(2) to bring the war to a close and
(3) to translate into practice the principles of Marxian Socialism.
Internal Policy or Reorganization: The Bolshevik government under the leadership of Lenin and Trotsky, began an all-out effort to popularise the Revolution already effected. They abolished all private properties and all the factors of production were made to be used for the benefit of the state. The peasants were given lands which they, had to cultivate for the benefit of the state. Labour was declared compulsory, hiring of labour being expressly forbidden. Workingmen were put incharge of the management of the factories and workshops seized from the private owners without compensations. All existing debts of the government were repudiated and the properties of the Church confiscated. Trade, both foreign and domestic, was put under state control. Industry was next to come under state control.

Foreign Policy:

In the foreign affairs Lenin signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (March 3, 1918) with Germany and withdrew from the First World War. By this treaty Russia lost a considerable portion of her territories, but to Lenin no sacrifice was too big for establishing peace. After this, Lenin set himself to the task of implementing the ideas of World-wide communism advocated by Karl Marx. Karl Marx had founded the international workingmen’s association or the first international. But this organization broke up after some time. It was revived under the name. The third International or the Comintern (1919) (Communist International) with its Head quarters at Moscow. In the session of Third International the principle of extending communism all over the world was taken up.

Economic Reforms or Reconstruction:

Lenin realized that the perilous economic situation arising from the establishment of pure communism boded destruction to the Soviet government. A change of policy was a crying necessity. Hence he proclaimed a New Economic Policy or the NEP as it was styled in 1921. It was a strategic retreat from Marxian Communism and involved a compromise between Socialism and Capitalism. This policy permitted the existence of small private industries and also private trading side-by-side with state retailing. However, state-ownership and control over the large industries, transportation and foreign trade was maintained. Peasants also got a relief as in place of requisition, a system of fixed grain tax was introduced. These measures saved Russia from an economic disaster and the Bolshevik government from a collapse.

Lenin, the father of the Bolshevik Revolution and the creator of new Russia died on Jan 21, 1924, after having regenerated the country internally and earning recognition for the Bolshevik government from many of the European states. His tomb in Moscow became the Mecca for his devoted followers. Petrograd was renamed Leningrad five days after his death.

JOSEPH STALIN (1879-1953)

After the death of Lenin there arose a bitter conflict between Trotsky and Stalin for the leadership of the Bolshevik government. Both were ardent communists and fanatical revolutionists. But they differed with each other in tactics and outlooks. Stalin felt that communism must prove itself successful at home before it could be established elsewhere, while Trotsky believed in an uncompromising effort towards world communism. Stalin had already held his grip tightly over the party and the government while Lenin was still alive. The conflict between these two took a serious turn after the death of Lenin, and Trotsky and Stalin became bitter opponents. Victory in the conflict of ideology was on the side of Stalin and in 1928 Trotsky was driven out of the country as a result. In this way Stalin succeeded in ousting Trotsky and drawing the reins of power into his own hands. He became the new dictator who was handed a steel broom by the 15th All Russian Congress of the Communist Party, symbolic of his efforts to sweep the opposition out of the party.

Stalin, whom an ex-communist described as an “uncultured Georgian despotically rude to his subordinates” had before him a major task of establishing a new social order. The NEP was a departure from the Marxian ideal and many foreign observers had hoped its expansion into full-fledged capitalism. But soon plans for eliminating the “Capitalist elements” from agriculture, industry and trade were laid down. The well-to-do peasants were the targets in agriculture. In Industry and trade, more restrictions were imposed.

Economic Planning:

However, in order to achieve more success, Stalin resorted to economic planning for the economic regeneration of Russia. In 1928, Stalin initiated the First Five Year Plan of Soviet Russia. During this plan period the agricultural, industrial and mining development of the country reached new heights. Technical Schools, Training Centres, Educational Institutions were established which meant a great improvement of the country. A new life of prosperity resulted from the First Five Year plan.

The results of the First Five Year Plan were so encouraging that immediately after the completion of the first the Second Five Year Plan (1933-1937) was launched. The Second Five Year Plan also intended to lay the foundation of the Soviet industrial structure. While the previous plan laid stress on heavy industry, the second plan paid more attention to the production of consumer goods and to transport facilities besides heavy industry. Under it, roads and railways were expanded and the heavy machineries were set up in the industrial areas. Due to the influx of the labourers in the industrial areas the housing problem became very acute. Hence the government in the Second Five Year Plan built many houses in the industrial areas. In the field of agriculture, the pace of collectivization was hastened. To make this drive more attractive the grain procurement system was changed. The peasants were permitted to sell any surplus (that is what remained to them after paying the fixed quota to the state) to the consumers in the open market. This relaxation brought the desired fruit and did much to popularize the collective farms.

In January, 1938 Stalin announced a third five year plan (1938-42) but by this time Europe had reached the brink of war and hence more and more stress was laid on the production of armaments and munitions. Emphasis was put upon increasing production of labour. For this a comprehensive system of wage differentiation was introduced. In general, the third Plan was a continuation of the preceding plans. But before this plan could be completed the Nazi armies invaded Western Russia in June 1941. However, by this time Soviet Russia had developed from an economically backward country into a strong industrial nation under the stimuli of the several five year plans. It had made astonishing industrial and agricultural progress. The lot of peasants and workers in Russia also improved with it.


Removal of Illiteracy and extension of Education:

Closely connected with the industrial progress was the problem of extending education so as to provide the necessary engineers, chemists, other scientists and well-trained workingmen. Education was also regarded as a means of propaganda for communism. School for children and adults were founded in every locality, and numerous technical institutes were established. By 1939, 9 out of every 10 persons under the age of 50 could read and write whereas in the pre-war period Russia 3 out of 4 had been illiterate.

Religious Policy:

Among the more dubious achievements of Stalin must be mentioned the war which he waged on religion in general and on the orthodox Church in particular. Religion has no place in Marxian philosophy which is dogmatically materialistic. To Stalin and his followers religion was an “opium of the people” and “an instrument for diverting the mind of the masses from the evils of the present world with the promise of a reward in another world.” As a good Marxist, he tried to destroy religion in Russia. He made attack on the orthodox Church and gave some stout blows to it. In 1918, all Church properties were confiscated and many of its edifices were transformed into museums and club houses. Public teaching of religion was forbidden, while atheism was encouraged. The clergy were deprived of their control of education and marriage. Attendance at the Church was forbidden to the members of the communist party but not to the masses of citizens.

Foreign Policy: Peace abroad:

Peace in external affairs was necessary to facilitate internal development. For this reason Stalin was willing to follow a policy of peace in Russia’s relationship with foreign powers. This, however, did not mean a policy of isolation. He followed the policy of allying Russia with foreign powers in order to render Russia secure against any possible attack from outside. The Bolshevik Revolution had created panic among the European powers and they were mostly inimical towards Soviet Russia. In this circumstance Russia entered into a non-aggression pact with Turkey (1925). In 1926 when there was a great labour strike in England and Russia rendered every help to the striking labourers, the relations between England and Russia became bitter. But in the same year the labour party came to power in England and relationship between the two countries improved. Ramsay MacDonald recognised the existence of the Russian government.

Soviet Russia, in her attempt to make herself secure against any possible attack from countries which were anti communist, entered into alliances with Poland, Latvia, Finland, Lithuania, Estonia and France. She further concluded treaties with England (1930) and France, Italy and many smaller European powers. Russia was admitted to the League of Nations having a permanent seat in the council.

In 1931 Soviet Russia signed a treaty of friendship with Germany and obtained a huge amount of loan for development purposes. But with the rise of Nazism in Germany within a few years, the relations between Germany and Russia became extremely bitter and these two countries became mutual enemies.

But Stalin’s foreign policy underwent a radical change as a result of the turn of events in Central Europe. By signing the Munich Pact, England and France had allowed Germany to move towards the east. However when Hitler annexed Czechoslovakia completely in 1939 England and France realised the implications of their folly committed at Munich. They therefore, guaranteed Poland’s territorial integrity and asked for Russian co-operation in it. But Stalin had by now fully realized the British game, he therefore, wanted the guarantee for the coastal states of the Baltic sea also, for which France and England were not ready. Stalin thought it better to come to an understanding with Germany and thus concluded a non-aggression Pact with her on August 23, 1939. Stalin, wished to keep Russia away from the war. But this did not prevent Hitler from attacking Poland and later on Russia in 1941, and thus inaugurated the Second World War. It is due to the energy of Stalin and the patriotic spirit of the Russian people that Russia survived and succeeded in crushing Nazi Germany.


Consequences of the Russian Revolution of 1917:

Many historians consider the Russian Revolution as the most significant event of the twentieth century and some consider it to be the beginning of a new era in human history. By all accounts, it has been a major factor in the shaping of the twentieth century world. No other revolution in human history had attempted such fundamental transformation of society as the Russian Revolution of 1917. It marked not only a change in the political life of the country but also the beginning of a new order, which had no parallel in history. The significance of the Russian Revolution extended beyond the boundaries of Russia. The Soviet Union, later the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, became a major influence in the subsequent history of the world.

(I) Internal Consequences or Effects on Russia:

(1) The overthrow of autocracy and the destruction of the aristocracy and the power of the Church were the first achievements of the Russian Revolution. The second was the building of the world’s first socialist society. The Czarist empire was transformed into a new state called the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). The policies of the new state were directed to the realization of the old socialist ideal, ‘from each according to his capacity, to each according to his need.’

(2) Abolition of private property for production: Private property for production was abolished and the motive of private profit was eliminated from the system of production. The first task that the new government faced was the building up of a technologically advanced economy. To do this, a new procedure was adopted economic planning. The industrial development of Europe in the 19th century had taken place as a result of the initiative of individual capitalists. In the USSR industrialization was undertaken by the state, through the Five Year Plans. Under these plans, the entire resources of the economy were mobilized to attain an accelerated rate of economic development, keeping in view the purposes thereof – social and economic equality. The unprecedented rate of development in the USSR demonstrated the effectiveness of planning as a means of progress.

(3) A new type of social and economic system in the USSR: The Revolution resulted in the development of a new type of social and economic system in the USSR. By the abolition of private ownership and the profit motive, the existence of classes with mutually opposed interests was ended. Glaring inequalities in society disappeared.

Work became an essential requirement for every man as there was no unearned income to live on. It became the duty of society and the state to provide. The right to work became a constitutional right. The abolition of social and economic inequalities was accompanied by developments in the fields of education and culture. Education of the entire people helped in economic development, in combating superstitions and in the development of a scientific outlook. The development of the sciences and of the arts accelerated the process of modernization.

(4) The consequences for the non-Russian nationalities of the former Czarist empire: These areas had been suppressed under the Czarist regime. After the Revolution they became a part of the USSR in the form of republics. The equality of all the nationalities comprising the USSR was given legal form in the constitution drafted in 1923 and later under the 1935 constitution. Equal representation was assured to all the nationalities in one of the two chambers of the USSR legislature. The republics formed by these nationalities were allowed considerable autonomy which facilitated the development of their languages and cultures. These areas were far more backward economically than European Russia, but through planned economic development and the spread of education, they were soon modernised. The transition from colonial subjection to modernization of these areas was one of the most significant consequences of the Russian Revolution.

(II) External or International Consequences:

(1) Spread of Communism: The Russian Revolution had a world wide impact. The ideas of Marx, like the principles contained in the Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen, had been advocated for universal application. The socialist movement had been organised on international lines to promote similar revolutions in other countries. As the first successful socialistic revolution, the Russian Revolution was bound to have repercussions for the future. The world as a whole was sure to feel the onset of the completely new type of social and economic system.

The Communist International, or Comintern, organised on the lines of the First and Second Internals, was the means for promoting revolutions on an international scale. The split in the socialist movement at the time of the First World War had already taken place. The leftwing sections in the socialist parties now organised themselves into communist parties. Communist parties were formed in most countries of the world, and were affiliated to the Comintern, which became a common forum where questions of policies were discussed and common policies posited for worldwide acceptance. The Comintern was dissolved in 1943.

After the First World War, the socialist movement was divided into two broad sections – the socialist parties and the communist parties. There were many differences between them on methods of bringing about socialism and even the concept of socialism. Despite these differences, socialism had become one of the most widely held ideologies within a few decades after its emergence. The spread of the influence of socialist movement after the First World War was in some measure due to the success of the Russian Revolution.

(2) Redefinition of Democracy: The growing popularity of socialism and the success of socialism in the USSR helped in brining about a redefinition of democracy. Countries which had capitalist systems of economy also began to recognize that for democracy to be real, political equality is not enough without social and economic equality. Economic and social affairs could not be left to the capitalists. The idea of economic planning by the state to improve the conditions of the people was accepted. The biblical idea, revived by the socialist movement and the Russian Revolution, ‘He that does not work neither shall he eat’, became widespread, adding a new dignity to labour. The popularity of socialism also helped to mitigate discriminations based on race, colour and sex.

(3) Spread of Internationalism: The spread of socialist ideas also helped in promoting internationalism. The nations, atleast in theory, began to accept the idea that their relations with other nations should go further than merely promoting their narrow self-interest. Many problems which were considered national began to be looked upon as concerns of the world as a whole. Universality and internationalism which were fundamental principles of socialist ideology from the beginning were totally opposed to imperialism.

(4) A blow to Imperialism: The Russian Revolution hastened the end of imperialism. According to Marx, “a nation which enslaves another nation can never be free.” Political movements based on socialism in countries with colonies helped the peoples of the colonies in their independence movements as a part of their struggle for socialism. Socialists all over the world organized campaigns for putting an end to imperialism.

The new Soviet State came to be looked upon as a friend of the peoples of the colonies struggling for national independence. Russia after the Revolution was the first country in Europe to openly support the cause of independent of all nations from foreign rule. Immediately after the Revolutions, the Soviet government had annulled the unequal treaties which the Czar had imposed on China. It also gave assistance of various kinds to Sun Yat Sen in his struggle for the unification of China. The Russian Revolution also influenced the movements for independence in that the latter gradually broadened the objectives of independence to include social and economic equality through planned economic development. Writing about the Russian Revolution in his autobiography, Jawaharlal Nehru said, “It made me think of politics much more in terms of social change.”

Questions:

(1) Define the term Renaissance and discuss the reasons that led to its beginning in Italy.

(2) Explain the works of Michaelangelo in the context of the Renaissance.

(3) Explain the Philosophies of Humanism and Individualism and how they led to an agitation for ecclesiastical reform.

(4) State the long-term impact of the Renaissance upon the world.

(5) Describe the spread of the Renaissance spirit from Italy throughout Europe.

(6) Give an account of the political philosophy of Niccolo Machiavelli.

(7) Explain how the Renaissance provided the larger framework within which the Reformation and the Geographical Explorations were made possible.

(8) Write an essay on ‘Humanism’ explaining its contribution to the growth of human knowledge.

(9) Discuss the contribution of the Renaissance to:

(a) Painting. (b) Sculpture. (c) Architecture. (d) Literature.

(10) Write notes on:

(a) Petrarch. (b) Erasmus. (c) Michaelangelo. (d) Dante.

(11) Discuss the causes of the American Revolution.

(12) Trace the circumstances that led to the American War of independence. Briefly discuss the effects of the American Revolution.

(13) Explain the consequences of the American Revolution with special reference to its impact on the French Revolution.

(14) Examine the causes of the French Revolution of 1789.

(15) Discuss the role of the philosophers in the French Revolution of 1789.

(16) “The French Revolution of 1789 was an epoch-making event in the history of France, nay, of the world”. Evaluate the contributions of the French Revolution in the light of the above statement.

(17) Explain briefly the conditions that brought about the French Revolution of 1789 and discuss its impact on other countries of the world.

(18) “People revolt when conditions become unbearable”, Is this true of the American and French Revolution and why?

(19) Make a comparative study between the American Revolution and the French Revolution with reference to their:

(a) aims and objectives

(b) nature and character

(c) contributions to the world.

(20) What is meant by the term Industrial Revolution? Why did it start first in England?

(21) What were the major features of the Industrial Revolution? Describe the spread of the Industrial Revolution to other parts of the world.

(22) “The Industrial Revolution was a Mixed Blessing” Do you agree? Give reasons to substantiate your views.

(23) “The Industrial Revolution is an on-going process” Explain this statement with examples.

(24) Discuss the impact of industrialization on society with reference to

(a) growth of capitalism

(b) rise of working class

(c) pollution and environmental hazards.

(25) Write notes on:

(a) Mercantilism.

(b) Declaration of American Independence.

(c) George Washington.

(d) The French Philosophers.

(e) Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen.

(f) The Reign of Terror.

(g) Napoleon Bonaparte.

(h) Revolution in the textile industry.

(i) Capitalism.

(j) Laissez faire.

(k) Trade Unions.

(l) Agricultural Revolution.

(26) Discuss the causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917. In what way did Russia’s participation in the First World War contribute to the success of the Russian Revolution?

(27) Explain briefly the conditions that brought about the Russian Revolution of 1917. What were the main ideas behind it?

(28) What were the internal and external consequences of the Russian Revolution?

(29) What were the causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917. Bring out the role of Lenin in the October (Bolshevik) Revolution.
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* A Danish scholar of the 16th century who made brilliant astronomical calculations with the naked eye and some instruments devised by him.
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